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Paris neurosurgeon's map outwitted Nazis

Neurosurgeon Jean Talairach Châtillon, 1986).

To make the map, Talairach used distinctive points of reference such as inscriptions, groups of skulls, doors and manholes. He then measured the angles and distances between those points -the same principles he later applied in his 3D plan of brain coordinates.

In 1943, the two junior doctors passed the map to a commander in the French Resistance, Colonel Henri Rol-Tanguy. The macabre guide gave him subterranean proximity to the Nazi SS base and enabled him to coordinate the Battle for Paris (19-23 August 1944) 
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