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Abstract: The present study assesses the performance of state-of-the-art atmospheric correction
(AC) algorithms applied to Sentinel-2-MultiSpectral Instrument (S2-MSI) and Sentinel-3-Ocean and
Land Color Instrument (S3-OLCI) data recorded over moderately to highly turbid estuarine waters,
considering the Gironde Estuary (SW France) as a test site. Three spectral bands of water-leaving
reflectance (Rhow) are considered: green (560 nm), red (655 or 665 nm) and near infrared (NIR)
(865 nm), required to retrieve the suspended particulate matter (SPM) concentrations in clear to
highly turbid waters (SPM ranging from 1 to 2000 mg/L). A previous study satisfactorily validated
Acolite short wave infrared (SWIR) AC algorithm for Landsat-8-Operational Land Imager (L8-OLI)
in turbid estuarine waters. The latest version of Acolite Dark Spectrum Fitting (DSF) is tested here
and shows very good agreement with Acolite SWIR for OLI data. L8-OLI satellite data corrected for
atmospheric effects using Acolite DSF are then used as a reference to assess the validity of atmospheric
corrections applied to other satellite data recorded over the same test site with a minimum time
difference. Acolite DSF and iCOR (image correction for atmospheric effects) are identified as the
best performing AC algorithms among the tested AC algorithms (Acolite DSF, iCOR, Polymer and
C2RCC (case 2 regional coast color)) for S2-MSI. Then, the validity of six different AC algorithms
(OLCI Baseline Atmospheric Correction (BAC), iCOR, Polymer, Baseline residual (BLR), C2RCC-V1
and C2RCC-V2) applied to OLCI satellite data is assessed based on comparisons with OLI and/or
MSI Acolite DSF products recorded on a same day with a minimum time lag. Results show that all the
AC algorithms tend to underestimate Rhow in green, red and NIR bands except iCOR in green and red
bands. The iCOR provides minimum differences in green (slope = 1.0 £ 0.15, BIAS = 1.9 £ 4.5% and
mean absolute percentage error (MAPE) = 12 £ 5%) and red (slope = 1.0 £ 0.17, BIAS = —9.8 £ 9%
and MAPE = 28 + 20%) bands with Acolite DSF products from OLI and MSI data. For the NIR band,
BAC provides minimum differences (slope = 0.7 &= 0.13, BIAS = —33 &+ 17% and MAPE = 55 £ 20%)
with Acolite DSF products from OLI and MSI data. These results based on comparisons between
almost simultaneous satellite products are supported by match-ups between satellite-derived and
field-measured SPM concentrations provided by automated turbidity stations. Further validation of
satellite products based on rigorous match-ups with in-situ Rhow measurements is still required in
highly turbid waters.

Keywords: ocean color remote sensing; atmospheric correction; Landsat-8-OLI; Sentinel-2-MSI;
Sentinel-3-OLCT; highly turbid waters; suspended particulate matter
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1. Introduction

Once corrected for atmospheric effects, ocean color satellite data can be used to retrieve and
map suspended particulate matter (SPM) concentrations ranging from 1 to 2000 mg/L in coastal
and estuarine waters [1]. Atmospheric correction (AC) is a crucial step in the processing of ocean
color remote sensing data to derive water biogeochemical parameters [2,3]. Over the open ocean,
around 90% of the radiance received by satellite sensors results from the atmospheric contribution.
In coastal waters, these contributions can be higher than 90% especially in the blue and green bands
but are usually much lower in the red and near infrared (NIR) bands in the case of highly turbid
waters associated with a higher reflectance signal [4]. In the ocean—atmosphere system, the radiance
detected at the top of the atmosphere (L;(A)) can be portioned linearly into various distinct physical
contributions [5,6]:

Le(A) = Lr(A) + La(A) + Lar (A) + Lg(A) X T(A) + Lac(A) X £(A) + Lo (A) X £(A) )

where L;(A) is the total radiance measured by the sensor (radiance is the spectral flux that reaches the
instrument per unit area per unit of solid angle and per unit wavelength with unit Wm=2sr~'nm™1),
A is the wavelength, L,(A) is the radiance due to Rayleigh scattering by air molecules, L,(A) is
the radiance due to aerosols (includes light scattering/absorption by aerosols), LR is the radiance
due to aerosols-molecules scattering, Lo is the Sun-glint radiance, Ly is the surface white caps
radiance and L, is the water-leaving radiance. T and ¢ are the atmospheric direct and diffuse
transmittances. The normalized water-leaving radiance (Lyy) is the Ly that would occur if the
Earth was at one astronomical unit (AU) from the Sun, the Sun was at the zenith and the atmosphere
was non attenuating [7]. Ly signal is computed by the following equation [8]:
_ (R Lo(8s, 00, ¢)
Lwn (6o, ¢) = (Ro> m )

where R is the Earth-Sun distance at the time of measurement and R, is the mean Earth-Sun distance,
05 is the Sun zenith angle, 6, is the satellite viewing direction and ¢ is the azimuthal angle measured

relative to the Sun’s azimuthal direction. The factors (%) 2, cos(6s) and £(6;) largely remove the effects
of Earth-Sun distance, solar zenith angle and atmospheric attenuation on measured L. Ly still
depends on particular viewing direction and the sky angular radiance distribution at the time of
observation. The non-dimensional water-leaving reflectance is derived by the following equation [9,10].

Rhow = (17:) Lwn(0y,¢) = 7T X Rys 3)

0

I measured

where 77 has units of steradian, F, is the extraterrestrial solar irradiance with unit Wm—2nm—
at mean Earth-Sun distance and R, is the remote sensing reflectance with unit srL.
Standard AC algorithms perform well in open ocean waters. These standard AC algorithms
estimate the aerosol radiance by assuming a negligible water-leaving radiance (black pixel assumption)
in NIR bands due to strong light absorption by pure water [9,11,12]. NIR bands are then used to
estimate the atmospheric contribution and then extrapolate it to the visible bands. When dealing with
coastal and inland turbid waters, these algorithms usually fail to retrieve Rhow due to enhanced light
backscattering by suspended particles, so that the water-leaving signal is no longer negligible in NIR
bands. It is therefore necessary to separate the aerosol and marine contributions from the top of the
atmosphere. As the NIR based black pixel assumption is no longer valid in turbid waters [11,13-15],
short wave infrared (SWIR) based AC algorithms can be a solution [12,16]. A NIR-SWIR combined
method has been proposed [17-19] for MODIS (MODerate resolution Imaging Spectroradiometer).
This approach derives the Rhow using the standard algorithm (NIR) for non-turbid waters and a SWIR
algorithm for turbid waters. Other AC methods have been developed for turbid waters: the bright
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pixel atmospheric correction (BPAC) [20], AC for turbid and inland waters [13], the semi empirical
radiative transfer (SERT) model [21], a neural network (NN) model (C2RCC) [22], spectral matching
method (Polymer) [23], the NIR-SWIR approach [18], the SWIR exponential [24,25] and SWIR Dark
Spectrum Fitting (DSF) [26,27].

Many studies did assess the performance of existing AC algorithms in moderately turbid
waters for different satellite sensors such as SeaWiFS (Sea-Viewing Wide Field-of-View Sensor) [28],
MODIS-Aqua [29], GOCI (Geostationary Ocean Color Imager) [30], L8-OLI [31-36], S2-MSI [36—41]
and S3-OLCI [42,43]. None of these studies considered the case of highly turbid waters for S3-OLCI.
The objective of the present study is to identify the best performing AC algorithms for S2-MSI and
S3-OLCl in the scope of deriving SPM concentrations in highly turbid waters.

The paper is organized as follows: in the first section, we present the study area, data and
methods adopted for the intercomparison exercise between different ocean color sensors. The next
section primarily investigates the performance of various AC algorithms to retrieve Rhow from 52-MSI
data and identifies the best performing AC algorithm for S2-MSI. Next considers the performance
of available AC algorithms to retrieve Rhow from S3-OLCI and identifies the best performing AC
algorithm/s. Eventually, the comparison between Rhow derived from various AC processors for
OLCI satellite data and in-situ data is presented followed by the validation of satellite-derived SPM
(S2-MSI/L8OLI and S3-OLCI) using in-situ turbidity measurements from autonomous stations.

2. Materials and Methods

The validation of AC algorithms is usually based on match-ups between satellite and field
data [44,45]. Due to the unavailability of a large number of in-situ data in highly turbid waters, another
method is used in the present study based on match-ups between already validated satellite products
and satellite data corrected for atmospheric effects using different AC algorithms. Such match-ups
are expected to provide pixel-by-pixel comparisons over wide areas covering a wide range of water
turbidity. Here the already validated L8-OLI products derived using the Acolite SWIR AC algorithm
in the moderately to highly turbid Gironde estuarine waters [1] are used as reference to assess the
performance of different AC algorithms applied to S2-MSI and S3-OLCI satellite data. For that purpose,
a selection of cloud-free images of S3-OLCI recorded over the Gironde Estuary during the year 2018
are considered, including match-ups with 52-MSI and /or L8-OLI satellite data.

2.1. Study Area

The Gironde Estuary is a highly turbid semi-diurnal macro tidal estuary with a tidal amplitude of
2-5.5 m [46] located in the southwest coast of France and connected to the Atlantic Ocean (Figure 1).
The Garonne (watershed area 57,000 km?) and Dordogne (watershed area 24,000 km?) are the two rivers
confluence into the Gironde Estuary (surface area 635 km?). The high tidal range and prominent length
promote the formation of a turbidity maximum zone (TMZ) [47] with surface SPM concentrations
ranging from 100 to 10,000 mg/L [48]. The SPM is mainly suspended sediments [1,49-56] and SPM
concentrations are well correlated with the water turbidity independently of tidal and seasonal
conditions [1,53,55,57]. This study area is equipped with autonomous monitoring stations and has
been already used as a test site to calibrate and validate ocean color satellite products for SPM retrieval
and mapping [49,51-53], based on field data-sets including hyperspectral Rhow, SPM concentrations
and turbidity measurements [58].
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Figure 1. Example of quasi-true color satellite images of the Gironde Estuary on 19 April 2018.
Sentinel-3-OLCI sampled at 10:37 UTC (A), Landsat-8-OLI sampled at 10:47 UTC (B) and Sentinel-2-MSI
sampled at 11:01 UTC (C). Locations of the automated turbidity stations of Le Verdon (green circle)
and Pauillac (blue circle) (B).

2.2. Data

The data-set is composed of both field and satellite data. Field data include simultaneous
measurements of surface SPM concentrations with above-water hyperspectral radiometric measurements
(from field campaigns) and continuous automated measurements of water turbidity in two-optically
contrasted locations along the estuary. The satellite data used in this study are the cloud-free images of
L8-OLI, S2-MSI and S3-OLCI recorded over the Gironde Estuary during the year 2018.

2.2.1. In-Situ Data

In-situ data are the measurements carried out during a field campaign in 2018 and data recorded
by two automated turbidity stations. A total of 50 field stations were sampled in the Gironde Estuary
from 17 to 20 September 2018 with SPM, turbidity and radiometric measurements carried out for a wide
range of SPM concentrations (5 to 500 mg/L), representative of moderately to highly turbid waters.

Radiometric Measurements

Three TriOS RAMSES hyperspectral (350-950 nm with a sampling interval of 3.3 nm) radiometers
were used to measure the above-water downwelling irradiance (E;(0+, 7)), upwelling radiance
(Lsea(A) and the downwelling sky radiance (Lg,(4)) in two optically-contrasted estuarine stations.
The irradiance sensor was mounted vertically upwards, the sky and seaward pointing sensors were
mounted at 40° and 140° from the zenith and the radiance sensors were pointed at a relative azimuth
angle of 135° away from the Sun [59,60]. The measurements for each station were performed for
10 min duration with a simultaneous sampling period of 10 s. Rhow was computed using the following
equation [59]:

[Lseu (/\) - Lsky ()‘) X Psky]
E;(0+,A)

where pg,, the air-water interface reflection coefficient for radiance, was fixed to 0.0256 [56].
The resulting Rhow spectra and the spectral bands (green, red and NIR) considered in the present
study are highlighted in Figure 2.

)

Rhow(A) = T x
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Figure 2. In-situ water-leaving reflectance (Rhow) of 50 stations in the Gironde Estuary measured from
17 September 2018 to 20 September 2018.

Automated Turbidity Stations

The Gironde Estuary is monitored through an automated network called MArel Gironde ESTuary
(MAGEST) [61] including six stations. Two stations are located inside the estuary (Pauillac and Le
Verdon) and are considered here while the others are located along the Garonne and Dordogne rivers.
Pauillac is in the central part of the estuary, 52 km upstream from the mouth. Le Verdon is located at the
mouth of the estuary (Figure 1). Continuous measurements of water turbidity, salinity and temperature
are recorded every 20 min one meter below the surface. The turbidity sensor (Endress and Hauser,
CUS31-W2A) is able to record values between 0 and 10,000 Nephelometric Turbidity Unit (NTU) with
an accuracy of 10%. The sensor saturates when turbidity values are higher than 10,000 NTU, this limit
corresponds to SPM concentration of 6000 mg/L [62].

2.2.2. Satellite Data

The OLCI data (Levell and Level2) were downloaded from Copernicus Online Data Access
(CODA) (https://coda.eumetsat.int) provided by EUMETSAT (European Organization for the
Exploitation of Meteorological Satellites); the OLI data (Levell) were accessed from earth explorer
(https:/ /earthexplorer.usgs.gov/) provided by USGS (United States Geological Survey); MSI data
(Level-1C) were accessed from Copernicus Open Access Hub (https:/ /scihub.copernicus.eu) provided
by ESA (European Space Agency) Copernicus. There are 24 totally cloud-free OLCI images recorded
over the Gironde Estuary in 2018. Six match-ups with MSI data and four match-ups with OLI satellite
data were identified out of these 24 OLCI images, which are representative of seasonal and tidal
conditions (tidal range 2.5-5.2 m) prevailing in the Gironde Estuary (Table 1). The spatial resolution of
each sensor is different: 30 m for OLI, 10, 20 and 60 m for MSI and 300 m for OLCI. For pixel-by-pixel
intercomparison between satellite products, a spatial binning of 300 m resolution using the nearest
neighbour method was implemented using the Level3-binning of Sentinel Application Platform
(SNAP). For the match-ups between satellite and in-situ data, the mean satellite-derived Rhow values
in the 5 x 5 pixels box centered at each in-situ station were considered.


https://coda.eumetsat.int
https://earthexplorer.usgs.gov/
https://scihub.copernicus.eu
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Table 1. Date (dd/mm/yyyy) and time (UTC) of cloud-free satellite observations selected over the
year 2018 and corresponding hydro-dynamical conditions prevailing in the estuary at the time of
satellite overpass, LW, HW, TR, SZA, Pau-AOT865 and Ver-AOT865 respectively stand for low-water,
high-water, tidal range, sun zenith angle, aerosol optical thickness at 865 nm from Pauillac station and
aerosol optical thickness at 865 nm from Le Verdon station.

Date Tide Tide TR (m) SZA(°) Pau-AOT865 Ver-AOT865 OLCI MSI  OLI
25/02/2018 06:19LW  12:48 HW 3.18 61.19 0.22 £0.19 0.23 £0.19 10:11
16/04/2018 04:55 HW  11:34 LW 5.02 42.09 NaN 0.30 & 0.20 10:15

19/04/2018 06:47 HW  13:29 LW 4.78 38.65 0.61 £ 0.10 0.26 £ 0.10 10:37  11:01 10:47
20/04/2018 07:31 HW  14:08 LW 441 41.21 0.38 £ 0.15 0.26 +0.11 10:11

04/05/2018 07:14HW  13:41LW 3.90 32.96 0.43 £+ 0.07 0.56 &+ 0.13 10:48  11:02
05/05/2018 0749 HW  14:13 LW 3.40 35.50 0.65 + 0.18 0.38 £ 0.11 10:22 10:46
20/05/2018 08:24 HW  14:49 LW 3.99 30.95 0.39 £0.21 0.25£0.14 10:33

20/06/2018 10:17HW  16:35 LW 3.62 29.17 0.23 £0.17 0.21 £0.19 10:30

25/06/2018 09:15LW  15:22 HW 3.97 33.61 0.31 £0.19 0.13 £0.12 10:00

28/06/2018 04:57 HW 11:18 LW 4.10 30.54 0.40 £ 0.22 0.17 £0.16 10:22  11:06
09/07/2018 07:26 LW  13:40 HW 3.58 29.59 032 £0.14 0.21 £ 0.06 10:37

10/07/2018  08:30 LW  14:35 HW 4.08 33.26 0.38 £0.17 0.23 £ 0.06 10:11

25/07/2018  09:37 LW  15:46 HW 3.80 33.96 0.53 £0.21 0.34 £0.14 10:22

02/08/2018 07:55HW  14:23 LW 3.84 36.48 0.26 = 0.18 0.10 & 0.04 10:15  10:59
05/08/2018 04:25LW  10:37 HW 3.08 34.32 0.18 + 0.14 022 +£0.13 10:37

06/08/2018 05:33LW  12:01 HW 3.05 37.81 023 +£0.15 0.25 £+ 0.10 10:11

18/08/2018 09:54 HW  16:22 LW 3.23 42.03 029 £0.24 0.19 £0.19 10:00

22/08/2018 08:21 LW  14:45 HW 3.09 43.50 0.23 £0.17 0.26 £ 0.19 09:57  11:04
01/09/2018 08:06 HW  14:39 LW 3.89 41.52 0.08 £0.14 0.09 £ 0.08 10:37  10:59  10:53
02/09/2018 08:52 HW 1524 LW 3.50 44.56 0.16 £ 0.20 0.44 £0.26 10:11

12/09/2018 06:25 HW  13:02 LW 517 43.82 0.27 £0.19 0.21 £0.19 10:52

17/09/2018 10:09 HW  16:42 LW 2.46 47.96 0.16 £0.13 023 £0.14 10:22 10:53
20/09/2018 07:49LW  14:17 HW 2.74 47.08 0.23 £0.26 0.56 £ 0.29 10:45

24/09/2018 04:18 HW  10:43 LW 4.40 48.74 0.24 +£0.19 0.27 £0.23 10:41

2.3. Methods

2.3.1. Bandwidth Correction

L8-OLI high spatial resolution (30 m) data are recorded at 9 spectral bands ranging from the
visible to the SWIR spectral regions. The S2-MSI also performs measurements in 13 spectral bands
ranging from visible to SWIR (443-2202 nm) at three spatial resolutions (10, 20 and 60 m). S3-OLCI
simultaneously performs measurements in 21 spectral bands ranging from the visible to the NIR
(400-1020 nm) spectral regions with a spatial resolution of 300 m. The bandwidths of the corresponding
green (560), red (665 or 655) and NIR (865) spectral bands are significantly different for these three
sensors. For OLI the bandwidths for green, red and NIR are 57, 37 and 28 nm, respectively. For MSI
the bandwidths for green, red and NIR are 46, 39 and 33 nm, respectively. These bandwidths are wide
compared to the corresponding OLCI bands (10, 10 and 20 nm, respectively) (Figure 3).

Taking into account the spectral response functions (SRF) of each sensor, correspondence functions
were established between the Rhow values of OLI, MSI and OLCI in the three spectral bands (green,
red and NIR) using the in-situ measured hyperspectral Rhow values. The resulting correspondence
functions closely follow 1:1 relationships (Figure 4), which means band-to-band Rhow comparisons
can be made between these different sensors even without considering the correspondence functions.
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Figure 3. The relative spectral response functions of S3-OLCI, S2-MSI and L8-OLI in green, red and

NIR bands.
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Figure 4. Using the relative spectral response of each sensor, sensor equivalent Rhow values were
derived from 50 in-situ Rhow for OLI, MSI and OLCI. Rhow of MSI/OLI versus OLCI in green band (A),
Rhow of MSI/OLI versus OLCI in red band (B) and Rhow of MSI/OLI versus OLCI in NIR band (C).

2.3.2. Selected Atmospheric Correction Algorithms

The list of the AC algorithms considered for each sensor is shown in Table 2. Almost all
available AC algorithms specially designed for coastal and turbid waters were considered. Due
to the unavailability of codes, some AC algorithms were omitted from the present study [21,42,63,64].
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Table 2. List of atmospheric correction algorithms tested for each sensor.

L8-OLI S2-MSI S3-OLCI
Acolite DSF/SWIR Acolite DSF BAC
iCOR (NoSIMEC and SIMEC) iCOR (NoSIMEC and SIMEC) iCOR (NoSIMEC and SIMEC)
Polymer Polymer
C2RCC BLR
C2RCC-V1
C2RCC-V2

AC Algorithms Considered for S2-MSI

Acolite DSF: The Acolite processor is an AC algorithm developed by the Royal Belgian Institute
of Natural Sciences [25]. It applies by default the Dark Spectrum Fitting (DSF) approach [26,27].
This AC scheme is exclusively image-based and hence does not need external inputs such as aerosol
optical thickness (measured or estimated). This scheme assumes that the atmosphere is homogeneous
over a scene or sub-scene. This hypothesis allows the atmospheric path reflectance to be predicted
from multiple dark targets in the scene or sub-scene. These targets are selected accordingly to the
lowest observed top of atmosphere reflectance values in all the bands. The L8-OLI and S2-MSI sensors
have SWIR bands (at 1.6 and 2.2 um), where Rhow can be assumed negligible even for extremely turbid
waters [16,24]. Acolite can also be configured into the SWIR approach [24,25] by changing the aerosol
correction to exponential in the settings file. This AC algorithm is designed for clear to turbid waters
and can be adapted to most satellite sensors, but it requires SWIR bands to work over turbid waters.

iCOR for MSI/OLI: Image correction for atmospheric effects (iCOR) is an image-based AC tool
which runs through multiple processing steps [65]. First, the workflow identifies the land and water
pixels based on a band threshold. Secondly, land pixels are used to estimate the aerosol optical thickness
(AOT). The raw top of the atmosphere (TOA) image is subdivided into tiles of about 15 x 15 km, small
enough to assume atmospheric homogeneity and large enough to include sufficient spectral variability.
A maximum AOT threshold is defined for each sub-tile using the dark dense vegetation (DDV)
approach. These maximum AQOT values are further refined using the spectral variation within the
sub-tile, through a multi-parameter end-member inversion technique using selected end-members
(ranging from bare soil to highly vegetated pixels). The AOT values retrieved over land pixels are
extrapolated over water. In the next step, an adjacency correction can optionally be applied using the
SIMilarity Environmental Correction (SIMEC) approach [66]. Finally the radiative transfer equation
will be solved using MODerate resolution atmospheric TRANsmission (MODTRAN-5) Look-Up-Tables
(LUT). For water pixels, an additional correction for Fresnel reflectance is applied.

C2RCC: The “Case 2 Regional processor” is a Neural Network (NN) based AC algorithm
originally proposed by [67] with a large set of radiative transfer simulations inverted by NN.
This method has been revised with an additional set of NN computations specially trained to cover
wide ranges of water scattering and absorption coefficients, called as Case 2 Regional Coast Color
(C2RCC) [22]. As we did not observe a significant improvement from C2RCC apart from large numbers
of flagged pixels [40], the C2X alternate net was not incorporated in the present study. The C2RCC
processor used for MSI is called C2RCC hereafter.

Polymer: The Polynomial based algorithm applied to MERIS (Polymer) is an AC algorithm
specially designed for waters with and without sun-glint contamination [23]. Polymer works on the
principle of the spectral matching method. This method depends upon a polynomial function to model
the spectral reflectance of the atmosphere and Sun-glint with the help of a water reflectance model
available for visible and also extended to NIR (700 to 900 nm) bands using the similarity spectrum for
turbid waters [68].
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AC Algorithms Tested for S3-OLCI

OLCI Baseline AC (BAC): The OLCI Baseline AC algorithm (BAC) is a combination of NIR based
black pixel assumption accommodated with the multiple scattering of air molecules and aerosols [69,70]
together with the BPAC [20]. The BPAC corrects the contribution of sediments on Rhow. It consists
in decoupling the oceanic and atmospheric components in the NIR bands, in order to apply the
standard atmospheric correction scheme. Rhow in NIR bands is computed using an iterative approach.
The BPAC version used in the present OLCI data is that inherited from last MERIS reprocessing [71].
The BAC algorithm also considers the correction of the blue absorbing aerosols [72].

iCOR for OLCI: Two adaptations were added in the iCOR workflow for the processing of
OLCI images, compared to MSI/OLI First, an additional limitation has been defined in the AOT
extrapolation step from land to water: the resulting Rhow (without adjacency correction) in band Oall
(709 nm) or Oal8 (885 nm) is not allowed to be negative. When this happens, the AOT value will be
adapted accordingly. Secondly, an additional glint and haze correction has been included: the water
leaving reflectance at Oa21 (1020 nm) is subtracted from the retrieved Rhow. This additional correction
is only performed on unmixed (land/water) pixels and in absence of remaining adjacency effects.
When Rhow at Oa21 (1020 nm) exceeds Rhow at Oal7 (865 nm), e.g., due to calibration issues, this atter
band will be used for subtraction instead of Oa21.

Polymer: The description of the Polymer AC algorithm is available in the previous paragraph
AC algorithms tested for S2-MSL

Baseline residual (BLR): Using the single SWIR band (1016 nm) of OLCI, a new AC algorithm
specially designed for highly turbid waters was proposed by [73]. The algorithm depends on a
spectral magnitude which is substantially independent of the atmospheric conditions called the
BLR (Baseline residual), which is the Rayleigh-corrected reflectance of the middle band of specially
selected triple bands after baseline subtraction. It uses three consecutive triplets of OLCI bands
(620-709-779 nm, 709-779-865 nm and 779-865-1016 nm) to calculate Rhow and hence the aerosol
reflectance at these wavelengths.

C2RCC-V1 and C2RCC-V2: The C2RCC processor has been developed for different satellite
sensors [22,67]. In this study, C2RCC processors for OLCI are named C2RCC-V1 (available in SNAP 6.0)
and C2RCC-V2 (available in SNAP 7.0). C2RCC-V1 is the basic AC algorithm with C2RCC net,
while C2RCC-V2 is a more advanced NN (alternative NN) trained for several water types based on
European Space Agency (ESA) case2extreme findings (personal communication with C. Lebreton).
C2RCC-V2 provides better coverage of highly backscattering waters (rivers, estuaries and lakes).
The combination of noise training data set and NN architecture optimized in the C2RCC-V2 reduce
the noise compared to C2RCC-V1.

2.3.3. SPM Extraction

The in-situ SPM is derived from the turbidity values (NTU) measured from the two automated
stations. The turbidity were converted into SPM concentrations (mg/L) using [1]:

SPM = 0.88 x Turbidity (5)

The two consecutive turbidity measurements just before and after each satellite overpass were
used to compute the time-averaged turbidity mean value matching the satellite-derived product.

Satellite-derived SPM concentrations are obtained by applying to satellite-derived Rhow values
the SPM model developed by [1]. This model retrieves SPM concentrations within the wide range
(1-2000 mg/L) encountered in moderately to extremely turbid estuarine waters by switching from
green to red then NIR bands. The switching criteria are based upon the Rhow values derived from the
saturation points of the most sensitive bands (green, red and NIR). The switching limits were selected
by band comparison between in-situ Rhow values: Rhow (green) versus Rhow (red) and Rhow (red)
versus Rhow (NIR) (see details in [1] ). In the present study, the switching SPM algorithm is applied to
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Rhow values derived from OLCI satellite data applying the BAC algorithm and from MSI/OLI data
applying the Acolite DSF AC algorithm.

2.3.4. Statistical Analyses

For this pixel-by-pixel multi-sensor intercomparison exercise between Rhow values derived using
different AC algorithms, a spatial binning was performed using the nearest neighbour method for
all the 3 sensors into regular grids with the same spatial resolution (300 m). At first step, the spatial
distributions of green, red and NIR Rhow values along the estuary were compared based on satellite
maps (qualitative comparisons). Then quantitative comparisons were performed based on scatter-plots
between S3-OLCI Rhow values (y-axis) and S2-MSI or L8-OLI Rhow values used as references (x-axis).
The quantitative comparisons were then based on five different statistical indicators: the slope of
the linear fit (slope) and corresponding coefficient of determination (%), the normalized root mean
square error (NRMSE %), the Bias (BIAS %) and mean absolute percentage error (MAPE %). The AC
algorithm associated to the maximum number of favorable statistical indicators was considered as the
best performing AC algorithm. The equations of NRMSE, BIAS and MAPE are shown below:

RMSE = \/ L1 (Rhowac;(A) — Rhowggr, (A))?

" (6)
oy RMSE
NRMSE (%) = {Max(RhowREp(/\)) - Min(RhowREp(/\))} X100 @
o _ Z?:l [RhowAC,.(/\) — RhowREpi()\)]
BIAS(%) = ST Rhowner () x 100 8)
o\ 1& |RhowACi()\) —RhOZUREFi(/\)‘
MAPE(%) = lnl; Rhowrer, (V) ] x 100 )

where Max and Min are the maximum and minimum values, RhowRggr is the water-leaving reflectance
retrieved by the reference AC algorithm, Rhow 4¢ is the water-leaving reflectance of a particular AC
algorithm and # is the number of valid pixels selected for the match-up.

2.3.5. Comparison between Acolite SWIR and Acolite DSF

The latest version of Acolite AC, called DSF [27], is first compared here with the previous Acolite
SWIR considering the four available OLI satellite images (Table 1). The results obtained are quite
satisfactory with very low NRMSE values in all bands. The results procured for one OLI image are
shown in Figure 5. The NRMSE values are 1.16%, 0.99% and 0.46%, respectively in the green, red and
NIR bands. The BIAS and MAPE values are also quite low, which demonstrates the performance
of Acolite SWIR and Acolite DSF are comparable for these 3 bands. Acolite DSF was then used as
the reference AC algorithm in the present study. While the DSF and SWIR AC algorithms in Acolite
provide similar results in the Gironde Estuary, the SWIR method systematically results in more flagged
pixels. This represents another reason for selecting Acolite DSF as the reference AC.
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Figure 5. Comparisons between Rhow derived by Acolite DSF and Acolite SWIR AC algorithms from
L8-OLI data recorded on 19 April 2018 over the Gironde Estuary: green band (A), red band (B) and
NIR band (C).

3. Results

3.1. Intercomparison of S2-MSI AC Algorithms

The six cloud-free S2-MSI satellite images (Table 1) were processed using different AC algorithms.
Comparisons between the resulting Rhow values in the green, red and NIR spectral bands are
presented. Typical spatial distributions of the obtained Rhow show similar patterns in all bands
but also significant differences (Figure 6). In the green band (560 nm), Rhow values retrieved inside the
estuary using C2RCC and Polymer are significantly lower than those retrieved using Acolite DSF and
iCOR. The Rhow values in the green band are slightly higher in the TMZ for iCOR compared to Acolite
DSF. Similar observations are made in the red band (665 nm) where C2RCC and Polymer-derived
Rhow values are lower than expected based on results obtained with Acolite DSF and iCOR, especially
in the TMZ.

These first observations are confirmed based on Rhow scatter-plots (Figure 7). In the green,
red and NIR bands, the Rhow values retrieved by iCOR (NoSIMEC and SIMEC) and Acolite are
comparable for all the six images. In the green and red bands, Rhow retrieved by iCOR are slightly
higher than values retrieved by Acolite DSF beyond Rhow values of 0.1. In the green band, Rhow
retrieved by both C2RCC and Polymer algorithms are lower than values retrieved using Acolite DSE.
C2RCC generated saturated Rhow values around 0.1 for the green band. For the red band, C2RCC and
Polymer have a very good agreement with Rhow values retrieved using DSF up to maximum values
(thresholds) where these algorithms provide saturated values. The Rhow values saturate around 0.8
for C2RCC and around 1.1 for Polymer. Finally in the NIR band, C2RCC completely fails to retrieve
high Rhow values in the estuary while Polymer clearly underestimate DSF-retrieved Rhow values.
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Figure 6. Spatial distributions of Rhow values in green, red and NIR bands obtained applying DSF
(first column), iCOR-NoSIMEC (second column), C2RCC (third column) and Polymer (last column)
AC algorithms to S2-MSI data recorded on 2 August 2018.
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Figure 7. Rhow values derived by iCOR-NoSIMEC versus Rhow values derived by Acolite DSF
(left), Rhow values derived by Polymer versus Rhow values derived by Acolite DSF (middle) and
Rhow values derived by C2RCC versus Rhow values derived by Acolite DSF (right) in the 3 bands
(green, red and NIR) of S2-MSIL
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3.2. Evaluation of AC Algorithms for S2-MSI

Two cloud-free days with corresponding match-ups between S2-MSI and L8-OLI satellite data
were identified during the year 2018 (Table 1). As large variations were observed among Rhow values
derived from S2-MSI data applying different AC algorithms, it is essential to identify (and if possible
explain) the failures of each algorithm then identify the best performing AC algorithm(s). Match-ups
of images recorded on 19 April 2018 and 1 September 2018 with a time difference of 14 and 6 min,
respectively, between 52-MSI and L8-OLI data are considered using the Acolite DSF AC algorithm to
compute Rhow values (e.g., Figure 8). Linear fits are performed for the three spectral bands (green,
red and NIR) and the resulting slope values are 0.92, 0.99 and 1.0 respectively with corresponding 2
values 0.98, 0.99 and 0.95. The intercept values are quite low (<0.006). These statistics confirm the
very good agreement between green, red and NIR Rhow values retrieved from MSI and OLI satellite
data. The study carried out by [74] in TMZ of Gironde Estuary validated the Rhow values of Pléiades
satellite data derived using Acolite DSF in comparison with L8-OLIL OLI and MSI data corrected
for atmospheric effects using Acolite DSF can be used as references to assess the validity of other
satellite products.
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Figure 8. MSI-derived versus OLI-derived Rhow values in green (A), red (B) and NIR (C) bands
from satellite data recorded on 19 April 2018 and 1 September 2018 with a time difference of 14 and
6 min respectively.

3.3. Intercomparison of S3-OLCI AC Algorithms

The performance of the six AC algorithms selected (Table 2) is compared in the green (560 nm),
red (665 nm) and NIR (865 nm) OLCI spectral bands. The spatial distributions of Rhow values in these
bands show significant differences depending on the AC algorithm applied (Figure 9). The BAC, iCOR
and BLR AC algorithms allow retrieving high Rhow values in the TMZ. The C2RCC-V1 algorithm
totally fails to derive high Rhow values in all bands. The C2RCC-V2 algorithm shows better Rhow
values than C2RCC-V1, but still unexpected low Rhow values are obtained in the NIR band. Polymer
generates low Rhow values in the red and NIR bands compared with BAC, iCOR and BLR.
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Scatter-plots are then produced for the three bands considering the BAC algorithm as reference
(Figure 10). Most of the algorithms fail to retrieve high Rhow values in red and NIR bands when
compared to the BAC algorithm except iCOR and BLR. The results obtained reveal that: (i) C2RCC-V1
fails to retrieve high values in all bands inside the estuary; (ii) iCOR generates values in a good
agreement but slightly higher than BAC, also in all three bands; (iii) C2RCC-V2 retrieves Rhow values
in quite good agreement with BAC, but provides saturated values in the NIR band beyond 0.06;
Polymer underestimates Rhow values retrieved using BAC, especially in the red and NIR bands.
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Figure 9. Spatial distributions of Rhow values derived from S3-OLCI data recorded on 19 April 2018
applying different AC algorithms. From left to right BAC, iCOR-NoSIMEC, BLR, Polymer, C2RCC-V2
and C2RCC-V1.
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3.4. Evaluation of AC Algorithms for S3-OLCI

The performance of the different AC algorithms has been observed for S3-OLCI based on mapped
spatial distributions. The next step is to quantify their performance based on comparisons with 52-MSI
and L8-OLI products generated using Acolite DSF, considering images recorded on the same day
with a minimum time lag. This is performed based on Rhow scatter-plots between similar OLCI and
MSI/OLI bands (Figure 11). Note that BLR does not retrieve Rhow values in the OLCI green band.
Statistical error estimators are extracted and analyzed from 10 match-ups between OLCI and MSI/OLI
Rhow products. In the green band, almost all the AC algorithms underestimate the expected Rhow
values (Table 3). The BAC, Polymer and C2RCC-V2 algorithms provide almost similar error values
(NRMSE, BIAS and MAPE). The iCOR (NoSIMEC and SIMEC) algorithm provides the best results in
the green band, i.e., minimum differences with MSI/OLI-DSF Rhow values.
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Figure 11. OLCI versus MSI Rhow values (green band) from satellite data recorded on 1 September
2018 with a time difference of 22 min. OLCI-BAC versus MSI-DSF (A), OLCI-iCOR-NoSIMEC
versus MSI-DSF (B), OLCI-Polymer versus MSI-DSF (C), OLCI-C2RCC-V2 versus MSI-DSF (D) and
OLCI-C2RCC-V1 versus MSI-DSF (E).

Table 3. Linear fits and differences between OLCI Rhow values derived using different AC algorithms
and S2-MSI/L8-OLI DSF Rhow values in green band. A total of 10 match-ups between OLCI
(eight images) and MSI (six images) or OLI (four images) recorded on same day were used to generate
these statistics.

AC Algorithim Slope r? NRMSE % BIAS % MAPE %
iCOR-NoSIMEC  1.0£0.15 071 £0.1 9.64 +4.49 1.98 £ 4.54 11.78 £ 5.05
iCOR-SIMEC 1.06 £0.14 074£0.1 9.42 £+ 4.31 0.79 £5.10 11.70 £ 5.18
BAC 073+£020 041+£029 1571 £6.05 —12.97 £ 4.08 16.72 £ 4.38
Polymer 068035 049+031 1541+757 —1470+10.76 18.60 £ 6.32
C2RCC-V2 0.82+£019 039+£014 18461437 —16.81 £5.95 19.66 £ 3.06
C2RCC-V1 019£025 013£0.19 31.53+£13.79 —27.20+3437 39.26+14.29

The inter-comparison between OLCI and MSI/OLI Rhow values in the red bands is then presented
(Figure 12). As a first approximation, BAC, iCOR, Polymer and BLR provide Rhow values significantly
lower but in good agreement with the ones expected from MSI data processed using Acolite DSE.
C2RCC-V1 and V2 both clearly underestimate the expected Rhow values, especially over the most
turbid waters of the TMZ. In more details, statistics (Table 4) reveal that all algorithms (except
C2RCC-V1) perform reasonably well based on NRMSE (<20%) and MAPE (<30%) values. However
only the iCOR algorithm provides satisfactory results over the whole range of Rhow values along the
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estuary, with a slope very close to 1 (with or without applying the SIMEC correction). The BAC
algorithm typically underestimates by about 20% the expected Rhow values. BLR and C2RCC
algorithms both underestimate by about 50% the expected values. The six AC algorithms considered
behave differently depending on the error estimator (Table 4). For the red band, all the five error
estimators show better agreement favorable to the iCOR algorithm compared with all the other AC
algorithms, so that iCOR (NoSIMEC and SIMEC) is identified as the best performing AC algorithm in

the red spectral region (Table 4).
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Figure 12. OLCI versus MSI Rhow values (red band) from satellite data recorded on 1 September
2018 with a time difference of 22 min. OLCI-BAC versus MSI-DSF (A), OLCI-iCOR-NoSIMEC versus
MSI-DSF (B), OLCI-Polymer versus MSI-DSF (C), OLCI-BLR versus MSI-DSF (D) OLCI-C2RCC-V2
versus MSI-DSF (E) and OLCI-C2RCC-V1 versus MSI-DSF (F).

Table 4. Linear fits and differences between OLCI Rhow values derived using different AC algorithms
and 52-MSI/L8-OLI DSF Rhow values in red band. A total of 10 match-ups between OLCI (eight images)
and MSI (six images) or OLI (four images) recorded on same day were used to generate these statistics.

AC Algorithm Slope 72 NRMSE % BIAS % MAPE %
iCOR-NoSIMEC 1.0+0.17 075+0.12 1092 £3.10 —9.78 £870 27.85+20.15
iCOR-SIMEC 1.02+014 077 +0.11 10.69 + 3.07 —7.65+9.63 27.50 £ 20.32
BAC 0.82+0.07 0.7=+0.14 1195 +277 —-17214+9.78 27.03 £16.55
Polymer 0.64 £020 0.68+0.25 15.5 £+ 6.80 —25.52 £8.15 30.36 + 8.41
C2RCC-V2 074 +0.18 0.61+0.16 18.02+£379 —2940+8.76 31.60+7.84
BLR 066 +022 034+011 21.19+£465 —2661+794 27.78+£7.10
C2RCC-V1 022+£02 036+028 3285+1556 —56.61+822 5475+ 8.66

The Rhow values in the NIR band of OLCI are then compared with Rhow values of the

corresponding MSI/OLI NIR bands. Results show that the six AC algorithms perform differently
and high scatters are observed (> < 0.5) when compared to MSI-derived Rhow values (Figure 13).
By considering the all five error estimators, both the BAC and iCOR algorithms are identified as the
best performing algorithms for S3-OLCI the first one provides the minimum differences (NRMSE
and MAPE values) with expected Rhow values, while the second provides the best agreement (slope
close to 0.9) over the whole range of Rhow values found in the estuary (Table 5). The high difference
in Rhow values of the NIR band between OLCI (iCOR) and MSI/OLI (DSF) is due to the additional
haze/glint correction applied to iCOR, which is most likely not applicable in highly turbid waters.
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Figure 13. OLCI versus MSI Rhow values (NIR band) from satellite data recorded on 1 September
2018 with a time difference of 22 min. OLCI-BAC versus MSI-DSF (A), OLCI-iCOR-NoSIMEC versus
MSI-DSF (B), OLCI-BLR versus MSI-DSF (C), OLCI-Polymer versus MSI-DSF (D), OLCI-C2RCC-V2
versus MSI-DSF (E) and OLCI-C2RCC-V1 versus MSI-DSF (F).

Table 5. Linear fits and differences between OLCI Rhow values derived using different AC algorithms
and S2-MSI/L8-OLI DSF Rhow values in NIR band. A total of 10 match-ups between OLCI
(eight images) and MSI (six images) or OLI (four images) recorded on same day were used to generate
these statistics.

AC Algorithm Slope 2 NRMSE % BIAS % MAPE %

BAC 070£0.13 043+£0.17 1271 +436 —3256=+17.01 54.69 £19.92
iCOR-NoSIMEC 0.83£022 038+029 18.68+7.75 1123 £ 7244  112.48 4 96.60
iCOR-SIMEC  0.89+020 038+£028 19.03+£6.68 —524+68.03 125.07 £ 91.00
BLR 0.63+013 043+021 140+456 —4392+13.79 60.94 4+ 19.68
C2RCC-V2 035+012 046+£015 13.89+6.82 —51.07£13.88 54.65+ 15.38
Polymer 0404009 048+0.06 13954891  —-53.844+9.81 5835+ 1293
C2RCC-V1 0.04 £0.04 017+£011 22.69+14.78 —83.37 +5.70 78.91 + 6.37

3.5. Validation of Satellite-Derived Rhow and SPM Values Based on Match-Ups with Field Data

During the field campaign conducted in September 2018, two match-ups were obtained with
S3-OLCI satellite data: one in the Pauillac station on 17 September 2018 and one in Le Verdon on
20 September 2018. At the time of satellite overpasses, the in-situ SPM concentrations measured in Le
Verdon and in Pauillac were 7 and 278 mg/L respectively, thus representative of moderately (Le Verdon)
and highly turbid (Pauillac) waters. Unfortunately on both cases the satellite data were contaminated
by patchy-clouds and projected shadows. Also the quality of match-ups for Rhow validation could
not be guarantied and results were not incorporated here. Some of the in-situ measurements were
carried out under skies with patchy-clouds (which does not provide quality match-ups with satellite
data) while the in-situ SPM concentrations were derived from the automated turbidity measurements
(MAGEST stations).

Match-ups between satellite-derived and field-measured SPM concentrations are then used to
assess the validity of S2-MSI/L8-OLI and S3-OLClI satellite products. In the present study, the switching
SPM algorithm is applied to Rhow values derived from OLCI satellite data applying the BAC algorithm
and from MSI/OLI data applying the Acolite DSF AC algorithm. The BAC algorithm was selected to
retrieve SPM concentrations from OLCI images even though BAC was only second performer for the
green and red bands of S3-OLCI and first performer for NIR bands. The switching algorithm works
on three bands: when the SPM concentrations are greater than 42.5 mg/L, the NIR band is used to
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retrieve the SPM concentrations [1]. The in-situ data collected from Pauillac and Verdon automated
turbidity stations are used to estimate the validity of satellite-derived SPM concentrations. The plots
show satisfactory results for both MSI/OLI and OLCI satellite products (Figure 14). The horizontal
error-bar is the standard deviation of the SPM concentrations between the two time steps measured by
automated turbidity stations just before and after the satellite observation and the vertical error-bar is
the standard deviation of SPM concentrations measured over the 5 x 5 pixels centered at each station.
For MSI/OLI, the validation result shows a linear fit with a slope of 1.16 and 7 of 0.95 (panel A in
Figure 14). The MAPE value is 32.53%, a higher than expected value. The 16% of overestimation in
satellite SPM for MSI/OLI can be due to the adjacency effects of land pixels close to the automated
turbidity stations. The adjacency effects are the process caused by molecular and aerosol scattering
where the target pixels are affected by radiation reflected from neighboring surfaces [75]. The study
conducted by [37] reported overestimation of Rhow values for the Acolite processor in the red and
NIR bands due to this adjacency effect.
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Figure 14. Satellite-derived versus in-situ SPM concentrations considering MSI/OLI (processed with
Acolite DSF) (A) and OLCI (processed with BAC) satellite data (B).

The scatter-plot between satellite-derived SPM for S3-OLCI and in-situ SPM shows a linear fit
of slope 0.86 and r? value 0.79 (panel B in Figure 14). The data points are slightly dispersed (around
1:1 line) with a 2 value of 0.79. The 14% of underestimation in satellite-derived SPM versus in-situ
SPM is observed and the MAPE value obtained is 61.73%, which is higher in magnitude than for
MSI/OLI The pixel by pixel intercomparison between OLCI (processed with BAC or iCOR) and
MSI/OLI (processed with Acolite DSF) Rhow values in green, red and NIR bands also shows that
OLCI values are underestimated compared to the ones expected.

4. Discussion

4.1. L8-OLI

The performance of different AC algorithms for L8-OLI data recorded over moderately turbid
to turbid waters have been reported by several studies [1,32-35]. The study conducted by [32] has
used Acolite AC algorithm to derive SPM concentrations over the coastal mud banks of French Guiana.
In accordance to the previous study conducted in the Gironde Estuary [1], this study also shows good
agreement between the satellite-derived and in-situ Rhow values in the green and red parts of the
spectra where the water reflectance is high. Even though the match-ups between satellite-derived and
in-situ Rhow are rarely close to perfect, this study satisfactorily validated Acolite SWIR AC algorithm
for L8-OLI in turbid coastal waters. However, another study on moderately turbid coastal waters [34]
shows the SeaDAS (SeaWiFS Data Analysis System) 12gen processor [9,76-78] performs better than
Acolite in deriving Rhow. This study also emphasizes the robustness of Acolite to derive Rhow in the
green and red bands of L8-OLI, which is almost comparable with the SeaDAS 12gen processor. Based
on match-ups with in-situ data, Acolite AC algorithm is classified as second performer (out of four AC
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algorithms considered) in the retrieval of Rhow in the green and red spectral bands. The assessment of
distinct AC algorithms has been also performed for the northern Gulf of Mexico by [33] and exhibited
satisfactory results for Acolite SWIR in deriving the SPM concentrations in moderately turbid coastal
waters. This study has identified Acolite SWIR AC algorithm as the most appropriate algorithm
to retrieve Rhow in the green and red bands. Similar results were obtained in the inland waters of
China, where Acolite SWIR and Acolite DSF provided better results compared with other tested AC
algorithms [35]. These assessment results showed the Acolite SWIR and Acolite DSF algorithms can
be effectively applied in turbid waters, while they perform poorly in clear waters. None of these
studies, except [35], considered the match-ups in NIR bands between satellite-derived and in-situ
Rhow. The majority of above mentioned studies totally support the potential use of Acolite to derive
valid Rhow values from L8-OLI data in moderately turbid and turbid waters. Overall, these findings
are in accordance with the findings of [1] obtained in highly turbid waters.

4.2. 52-MSI

Several studies report on the evaluation of different AC algorithms in optically complex waters for
S2-MSI [37-41]. The study carried out by [37] in Amazon floodplain lakes displays quite satisfactory
results for Acolite SWIR in the visible bands and demonstrates the limitations of Acolite SWIR in NIR
bands due to adjacency effects. This study shows Acolite SWIR AC algorithm retrieves high Rhow
values in NIR bands due to adjacency effects of surrounding land/forest pixels. This result supports
our validation results of SPM concentration. The present study shows slightly overestimation in the
satellite-derived SPM for MSI/OLI (panel A in Figure 14). The SPM model uses NIR band to derive
SPM concentration in highly turbid waters, that would be the possible reason for this overestimation
in SPM concentration. Another study by [38] in clear to moderately turbid waters shows Acolite and
Polymer provide similar results in deriving Rhow values in the red and NIR bands. In turbid waters,
Rhow values derived by Acolite are higher than Rhow values derived by Polymer. These results are
in accordance with our findings showing that Polymer typically fails to retrieve high Rhow values in
highly turbid waters. The assessment of different AC algorithms for coastal and inland waters for
S2-MSI showed that C2RCC performs better in moderately turbid inland waters and in the Western
English Channel compared with other tested AC algorithms including Acolite and Polymer [41].
The assessment of different AC algorithms for S2-MSI in the inland waters of Spain show C2RCC
and Polymer exhibit satisfactory results in deriving Rhow values [40]. Depending upon chlorophyll-a
(Chl-a) concentration and euphotic depth (Z,;), they have classified three different water types
(ultraoligotrophic to oligotrophic, mesotrophic to eutrophic and hypertrophic). The performance of
Acolite SWIR is better in mesotrophic to hypertrophic waters than in ultraoligotrophic and oligotrophic
waters. Even though some studies are not favorable to Acolite AC processor, the majority of these
studies shows the potential use of Acolite to derive Rhow from S2-MSI data in moderately turbid and
turbid waters. These studies do support our results which identify Acolite DSF as the best performing
AC algorithm to retrieve Rhow values in the red and NIR bands in highly turbid waters.

4.3. S3-OLCI

A regional assessment of different OLCI products based on match-ups with the Aeronet-OC data
has contributed to validate the BAC AC algorithm [45]. However, this study did not consider the
OLCI NIR bands and did no attempt to validate the SPM product in the regions considered. Very few
studies report on the assessment of different AC algorithms for S3-OLCI in turbid waters. A peculiar
AC algorithm ACbTC (Atmospheric Correction based on Turbidity Classification) designed for inland
waters using S3-OLCI and S3-SLSTR [42] illustrates better results in deriving Rhow values compared
with C2RCC-V1, BAC and Polymer from inland waters of China. Due to the unavailability of codes,
this AC techniques was not considered in the present study. [43] reported C2RCC-V2 and Polymer
as best performing AC algorithms for S3-OLCI in moderately coastal waters of France (the English
Channel and French Guiana). Unfortunately, this study did not consider the NIR band. Another
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study [73] in highly turbid waters shows the limitation of the previous version of the BAC algorithm
(V2.23) to derive valid Rhow values in red and NIR bands of OLCI. Our intercomparison results
show that the BAC AC algorithms retrieves Rhow values in red and NIR bands more accurately
than the BLR AC algorithm (Tables 4 and 5). Our study identified both BAC and iCOR as the best
performing AC algorithms to retrieve Rhow from the green, red and NIR bands of S3-OLCI with slight
underestimation corresponding to the reference AC algorithm (Acolite DSF). The satellite-derived SPM
concentration also significantly underestimates in-situ measurements with a MAPE value of 61.73%
(panel B in Figure 14).

5. Conclusions

Evaluation of several AC algorithms have been performed for 52-MSI and S3-OLCI satellite data
recorded over turbid estuarine waters, considering the Gironde Estuary as test site. The method used in
our study was not a usual validation of AC algorithms due to the lack of match-ups with in-situ Rhow
measurements. Note that based on ongoing research projects which aim at developing autonomous
radiometric stations (e.g., https:/ /www.hypernets.eu/), numerous match-ups between satellite data
and field measurements in turbid estuarine waters should be available in the near-future. Here,
an indirect validation method was adopted using already validated L8-OLI satellite data corrected
for atmospheric effects using Acolite [1] as a reference. Out of 24 cloud-free OLCI satellite images
selected for the study, 10 match-ups were available with concomitant (10-67 min) S2-MSI and/or
L8-OLI satellite data acquisitions. After regridding the images on a regular grid (300 m), pixel-by-pixel
intercomparisons of the Rhow values were performed in the green, red and NIR spectral bands,
the spectral bands required for the accurate retrieval of SPM concentrations within the wide range
encountered in macro-tidal coastal waters and estuaries (1-2000 mg/L) [1,53,56]. Acolite DSF and
iCOR were identified as the best performing AC algorithms for S2-MSI satellite data. As the DSF
AC approach is not yet available to process S3-OLCI satellite data, other algorithms were considered
for this sensor: BAC, iCOR, Polymer, BLR, C2RCC-V1 and C2RCC-V2 (BLR does not provide Rhow
values in the green spectral band). The intercomparison results show that all these algorithms tend to
underestimate Rhow in the green, red and NIR bands of OLCI. In the green band (560 nm), all three AC
algorithms (BAC, Polymer and C2RCC-V2) perform a similar way (Table 3), with the iCOR (NoSIMEC
and SIMEC) algorithm performing slightly better than others based on the five error estimators used.
The same indicators show that iCOR is clearly the best AC algorithm and provides a satisfactory
retrieval of Rhow in the red band (665 nm) (Table 4). The BAC, Polymer and C2RCC-V2 algorithms,
in this order, are classified as second, third and fourth performers in the retrieval of Rhow values in the
red spectral band. The BLR algorithm generates good Rhow values inside the estuary (highly turbid
waters), but fails in the coastal area (see Figure 9). Similar conclusions are reached for the NIR band
(865 nm). The BAC algorithm persists as a best performing algorithm (Table 5) followed by iCOR, BLR
and C2RCC-V2. As NIR band is used to derive SPM concentrations higher than 42.5 mg/L, BAC was
selected as the best AC algorithm for S3-OLCI. The satellite end product (SPM concentration) was
finally validated based on match-ups with in-situ SPM for OLI/MSI and OLCI from two optically
contrasted automated test stations. S3-OLCI slightly underestimate the satellite SPM for the best
performing AC (BAC) processor. This is consistent with what was found in previous intercomparison
results of OLCI with MSI/OLI (Section 3.4). Satellite-derived SPM of MSI/OLI overestimated with
respect to the in-situ SPM for Acolite DSF AC processor. The overestimation of satellite-derived SPM
of MSI/OLI can be due to the adjacency effect of nearshore pixels close to the automated station.

The best AC identified for OLCI for turbid waters is the BAC algorithm originally developed by
ESA for MERIS 4th reprocessing [71]. The good performance of iCOR for all sensors (OLI, MSI and
OLCI) applying the same method (use of DDV and spectral variability for retrieving the aerosol
contribution), which is proved to be a satisfactory approach in highly turbid waters based on
comparisons with Acolite DSE. A qualitative and meticulous validation of satellite-derived Rhow
values with in-situ Rhow measurements is still recommended as perspective. Another perspective of


https://www.hypernets.eu/

Remote Sens. 2020, 12, 1285 21 of 26

this study is thus to use of the ENVISAT MERIS data for long-term dynamics (seasonal to inter-annual)
of the turbidity maximum zone (TMZ) in sensitive turbid estuarine environments such as Rio de la
Plata Estuary, Yangtze River, Gironde Estuary and Amazon River over almost two decades (from 2002
to present).
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The following abbreviations are used in this manuscript:

AC Atmospheric Correction

Aeronet Aerosol Robotic Network

AOT Aerosol Optical Thickness

AU Astronomical Unit

BLR Baseline Residual

BAC OLCI Baseline Atmospheric Correction

BPAC Bright Pixel Atmospheric Correction

C2RCC Case 2 Regional Coast Color

CDOM Colored Dissolved Organic Matter

Chl-a Chlorophyll-a

CODA Copernicus Online Data Access

DCS4COP Data Cube Service for Copernicus

DDV Dark Dense Vegetation

DSF Dark Spectrum Fitting

ESA European Space Agency

EUMETSAT  European Organization for the Exploitation of Meteorological Satellites
GOCI Geostationary Ocean Color Imager

HW High Water

HYPERMAQ  Hyperspectral and multi-mission high resolution optical remote sensing of aquatic environments
iCOR Image Correction for atmospheric effects

(@) Inherent Optical Property

L8 Landsat-8

LW Low Water

LUT Look UP Tables

MAGEST MArel Gironde ESTuary

MAPE Mean Absolute Percentage Error

MODTRAN  MODerate resolution atmospheric TRANsmission
MODIS MODerate resolution Imaging Spectroradiometer
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