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Given the current climate and anthropogenic evolution, water management becomes one of the

greatest challenges of the 21st century. Number of studies have analyzed observed hydrologic

trends and their connections with the changing climate. Impacts include changes in runoff, river

discharge and groundwater recharge. Water quality is also impacted, through its many facets

including the water temperature. Despite the important progress made in climate modelling, the

impact of the predicted global warming on hydrological processes remains uncertain; particularly,

in large hydrosystems. The Seine River basin has a surface of 78,650 km², it includes the Seine

River and its 50 tributaries, it is populated by 30% of France inhabitants. The Seine River basin

crosses 14 departments and 4 regions, including the Paris metropolitan area. Climate change

poses a vulnerability due to its potential political, social, and economic consequences in the Seine

basin. The agricultural activities and number industries depend on water resources or are located

on the river sides. Our ability to adapt water resource management strategies to the climate

change depends on our ability to understand and estimate the actual evolution of water resource. 

The terrestrial water budget is now considered as a single continuum. This integrated

conceptualisation needs to simulate the spatial and temporal dynamics of water exchanges

between the surface and groundwater. Here we propose to improve the representation of the

surface water budget with the goal to decrease the uncertainty of the whole water budget of the

Seine hydrosystem. We used the process-based physical land surface model ORCHIDEE (tag 2.2) to

estimate surface water budget and heat balance for the period 1980-2018. This application takes

advantage of high resolution land-use and albedo maps from ESA-CCI database, and various soil

map databases. The model was satisfactorily able to reproduce the discharges of each sub-

catchment, the actual evapotranspiration fluxes and LAI. With these results, we are able to

estimate the the partitioning of the surface water balance of each catchment of the Seine basin.

These results have wide ranging implications such as the estimation of energy balance in the

basin, the estimation of spatialisation of the aquifer recharge, and the feedback between aquifers

and the surface.
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