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Abstract: The accurate determination of melting curves for transition metals is an intense topic within
high pressure research, both because of the technical challenges included as well as the controversial
data obtained from various experiments. This review presents the main static techniques that are
used for melting studies, with a strong focus on the diamond anvil cell; it also explores the state
of the art of melting detection methods and analyzes the major reasons for discrepancies in the
determination of the melting curves of transition metals. The physics of the melting transition is
also discussed.

Keywords: melting curves; laser-heated diamond anvil cell; extreme conditions; synchrotron radia-
tion; transition metals; phase transitions

1. Introduction

Transition metals are defined as those elements that have a partially filled d-electron
sub-shell. The strong metallic bonding due to the delocalization of d-orbitals is responsible
for a series of very interesting properties, such as high yield strength, corrosion and
wear resistance, good ductility, easy alloy and metallic glass formation, paramagnetism,
and high melting points and molar enthalpies of fusion, leading to a plethora of industrial
applications [1–6].

In the field of high-pressure science, the melting of transition metals is of crucial
importance from a geophysical point of view in order to define the structure and composi-
tion of planetary cores, with iron being by far the most abundant component of Earth’s
inner core, nickel being the second [7–11]. There is also a significant fundamental interest,
and numerous efforts have been made to understand the phase diagrams, as well as the
thermodynamic and microscopic processes of melting under pressure [12–18]. While the
hcp-bcc-hcp-fcc phase sequence in transition metals can be understood by the progressive
filling of the d-electron bands [19], the study of the melting behavior of transition metals has
given rise to many controversies among the different experimental and theoretical studies.

The majority of experimental works on the melting of transition metals are con-
ducted with static, mainly using a laser-heated diamond anvil cell (LH-DAC), or dynamic
techniques, using shock wave (SW) compression. Despite the numerous technological
advancements that have been made in both fields during the last two decades, reliable mea-
surements remain very challenging, especially at the high end of P-T conditions. The di-
verse results for different experimental approaches concerning Ta [13,20–23], Fe [14,24–26],
Mo [13,15,27–33], V [34,35], Ti [13,36], Zr [37,38], or Ni [39–41] clearly exhibit the need for
a universally established methodology.

Static techniques are limited to a pressure of a few Mbar and temperatures up to
6000 K using infrared lasers (Section 3); however, new advancements in diamond anvil
cell technology such as toroidal anvils or double-stage anvils [42–44] may offer the pos-
sibility to achieve even higher pressures in the close future. There are several methods
to observe melting inside an LH-DAC, and the results tend to be very dependent on the
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di-agnostic. However, it is true that some convergence has been achieved between certain
methodologies, especially in recent years, as it will be discussed in Section 4.

Dynamic compression offers the possibility to measure melting data at much higher
pressures by generating strong shock waves with gas guns or lasers [45–47]. This range of
pressures is crucial for the modeling of deep planetary interiors [48]. What is particularly
challenging is the diagnostics of phase transitions in the short timescales of a dynamical
process [49,50]. X-ray Free Electron Laser (XFEL) facilities such as the LCLS [51,52], or the
HED instrument at European XFEL [53] are specifically designed to trigger materials at
multi-Mbar pressures using ns pulses and a very high brilliance beam and are expected to
greatly increase the quality of obtained data.

Theoretical data only show partial agreement with the experiment. The most widely
used techniques are mainly based on molecular dynamics, mainly the superheating–
supercooling (one-phase) hysteresis method [54] or the solid–liquid coexistence (two-phase)
approach [55–57]. Other methods commonly used are the free energy approach [58] or the
Z method [59,60]. Each method has a different way to calculate the melting temperature
and has its own advantages and disadvantages.

This review aims to collect and try to unveil most of the discrepancies between differ-
ent sets of experimental melting data for transition metals that occur in static experimental
techniques. The behavior of melting curves, the physics of the melting phase transition,
as well as the comparison between the melting curves of transition metals, alkali metals,
alkaline earths, and rare earths will be discussed in Section 2. Section 3 will discuss the
static experimental techniques, starting historically with large volume pressure (LVP) ap-
paratuses (Section 3.1) and the resistively heated DAC (RH-DAC) (Section 3.2). The main
focus of this review, however, is the LH-DAC, since it is the only static technique that can
provide a range of pressures and temperatures wide enough to establish reliable melting
curves for transition metals. The state of the art of LH-DAC technology will be briefly pre-
sented from a point of view concerning the melting curves (Section 3.3), and the reader can
address a recent review [61] for more detailed information on the LH-DAC. As mentioned,
the methodology, and principally the diagnostics of melting, comprises one of the main
reasons for disagreement among the different studies; thus, the different experimental
approaches and melting criteria will be thoroughly presented and compared (Section 4),
while the various observed phenomena and the reasons for discrepancies between measure-
ments will be discussed in Section 5. The concluding remarks of the manuscript contain a
summary and some thoughts about future perspectives (Section 6).

2. Physics of the Melting Transition
2.1. Empirical Thermodynamic Models

Concerning transition metals, the metallic bonds tend to be weakest for elements that
have nearly empty or nearly full valence shells and strongest for elements with half-filled
valence shells. As a result, the melting point, boiling point, hardness, or enthalpy of fusion
reach a maximum around group 6.

The melting line separates the solid and liquid phases in a pressure–temperature
diagram, and these two variables are related by the Clausius–Clayperon equation:

dTm

dP
=

T∆V
L

=
∆V
∆S

(1)

where Tm is the melting temperature, P the pressure, L the latent heat, and ∆V and ∆S the
specific volume and entropy changes of the phase transition. This equation mainly states
that the Gibbs free energies of the solid and the liquid are equal at the melting point at
any pressure.
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The melting curve of a metal can be expressed mathematically by the empirical Simon–
Glatzel equation [62] to fit the data:

Tm = T0

(
P
a
+ 1

)b
(2)

where T0 is the melting point at ambient pressure, while a and b are fitting parameters.
Sometimes a triple point is used in the place of T0. As a monotonically increasing function,
the Simon–Glatzel equation can mainly describe melting curves that rise with pressure.
The tangent melting slope is defined by Equation (1) or by the derivative of Equation (2).
For most metals, the density of the liquid is lower than that of the solid, while the entropy
is higher, leading to mostly positive melting slopes (i.e., the melting temperature increases
with pressure) [16,22,24,29,35–37,39,40,63]. The situation is much more intricate for alkali
metals, however, whose phase diagrams reveal complex liquid melting-curve maxima and
negative melting slopes [64–69], since these elements exhibit several density discontinuities
and phase transitions already in the solid phase. In this case, the Kechin equation is more
appropriate to describe the melting curve [70].

One of the most important models that has been proposed to explain melting, which can
also be used to calculate the melting slope, is the Lindemann criterion [71,72]:

∂ ln Tm/∂ ln Vm =
2
3
− 2γ (3)

where Tm, Vm, and γ are the melting temperature, the molar volume of the solid before
melting, and the Grüneisen parameter, respectively. Equation (3) reveals that Tm increases
with decreasing volume or increasing pressure. In the Lindemann melting criterion, ther-
mal atomic vibrations increase with an increasing temperature, and melting is initiated
when the vibrations become so large that the atoms invade the space of their nearest
neighbors. For the sake of completion, the reader can also refer to the Born criterion [73],
according to which melting occurs when the shear modulus vanishes and the crystal cannot
further resist melting.

The Lindemann law is an empirical law based on investigations of simple gases
at low pressures, and it is sometimes debated whether it can be used to describe the
high-pressure melting curves of complex metals. In noble gases such as Ar, Kr, or Xe,
the closed shell configuration (s2p6) is responsible for a steep melting curve, and something
similar happens with noble metals such as Cu, Ag, or Au. However, in many cases the
Lindemann law overestimates the melting curve of d-transition metals with partially filled
cells, especially at higher pressures, no matter the experimental approach [30,37,74,75].
Moreover, the fact that the Lindemann law takes into account only the thermodynamic
parameters of the solid phase, neglecting the liquid, can also lead to inaccurate predictions.

Often in calculations using Lindemann estimates, the Grüneisen parameter is con-
sidered volume independent. For better agreement with experimental data, γ needs to
be expressed as an analytical expression of volume, with the formula γ/γ0 = (V/V0)

q

being often used. However, q is not constant, but it decreases with pressure, leading to
discrepancies with the experimental data [76]. It has been argued that by reformulating the
Lindemann law and modeling the Grüneisen parameter as a power series of the interatomic
distance [30,71], the differences between theory and experiment can be reduced signifi-
cantly, although there is still lack of total agreement. However, the experimental melting of
Au was well reproduced by the Lindemann model using a volume-dependent Grüneisen
parameter [77].

For a more in-depth analysis of empirical thermodynamic models regarding melting
and taking into account also dynamic techniques, the reader can address references [78–82].
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2.2. Electronic Structure and Phase Behavior of Transition Metals on Melting

Figure 1a plots together the melting lines of several transition metals, obtained in an
LH-DAC [15,22,24,35–37,63,77,83,84]. The melting curves are normalized to the ambient
melting temperature T0 of each element. Since the different diagnostic methods for melting
can yield different results (Section 4), the melting points in all the studies of Figure 1a
have been determined using the same diagnostic (the appearance of a liquid diffuse
scattering signal in synchrotron XRD, Section 4.2), except the study on Mo, which used also
synchrotron XRD but defined melting by the appearance of microstructures in the quenched
sample (Section 4.5). Figure 1a contains 3d, 4d, and 5d transition metals from groups 4 to
11. For the 3d (Ti, V, Fe, Ni) and 5d (Ta, Pt, Au) elements, increased electronegativity seems
to lead to steeper melting lines, with Au and Pt exhibiting the steepest curves. However,
this is not the case in 4d (Zr, Nb, Mo) elements, where the less electronegative Zr has the
higher slope. Most melting curves are less steep at higher pressures, indicating that the
volume change becomes less important with pressure.

Crystals 2021, 11, x FOR PEER REVIEW  4 of 30 
 

 

2.2. Electronic Structure and Phase Behavior of Transition Metals on Melting 

Figure 1a plots together the melting lines of several transition metals, obtained in an 

LH‐DAC [15,22,24,35–37,63,77,83,84]. The melting curves are normalized to the ambient 

melting temperature T0 of each element. Since the different diagnostic methods for melt‐

ing can yield different results (Section 4), the melting points in all the studies of Figure 1a 

have been determined using the same diagnostic (the appearance of a liquid diffuse scat‐

tering signal in synchrotron XRD, Section 4.2), except the study on Mo, which used also 

synchrotron  XRD  but  defined  melting  by  the  appearance  of  microstructures  in  the 

quenched sample (Section 4.5). Figure 1a contains 3d, 4d, and 5d transition metals from 

groups 4 to 11. For the 3d (Ti, V, Fe, Ni) and 5d (Ta, Pt, Au) elements, increased electro‐

negativity seems to lead to steeper melting lines, with Au and Pt exhibiting the steepest 

curves. However, this is not the case in 4d (Zr, Nb, Mo) elements, where the less electro‐

negative Zr has the higher slope. Most melting curves are less steep at higher pressures, 

indicating that the volume change becomes less important with pressure. 

   
(a)  (b) 

Figure 1. Normalized melting temperatures Tm/T0 for several d‐transition metals. All the melting curves in each graph 

were obtained with the same method: (a) XRD diagnostic (Section 4.2), (b) Speckle diagnostic (Section 4.1). The error bars 

in Figure 1a refer to the reported uncertainties in temperature measurement by using the XRD diagnostic. Datasheets can 

be found in the Supplemental Material. 

The majority of transition metals have partially filled d‐bands, which can be occupied 

by s‐ electrons via s‐>d electron scattering. The s‐conduction electrons are less mobile since 

they have a higher effective mass, and  this s‐d electron  transfer can be responsible  for 

changes in the density of states (DOS) and the lowering of the melting curves in transition 

metals. It has been proposed that a small broadening of the  liquid d‐band (~1%) could 

lead to an increase in the stability of the liquid relative to the solid and thus suppress the 

melting slope significantly at higher pressures [85]. However, this was not found to be the 

case in Mo, where strong discrepancies between theory and experimental data still exist 

[15]. Another explanation for the low melting curves of metals with nearly half‐filled d‐

bands such as Mo is the existence of Jann–Teller distortions which could create local struc‐

tures in the liquid [86]. Elements with filled bands, and therefore a DOS that is less subject 

to change with melting, such as Cu or Al, have much steeper melting curves [40,85,87,88]. 

However, Al  is characterized by sp3 bonding electrons and can be drastically different 

from transition metals, where d‐electron physics plays a dominant role. 

A factor that could also affect the behavior of the melting curve of a material is the 

phase from which melting occurs. In fact, it has been proposed that bcc metals (a packing 

ratio of ~0.68) should have lower melting slopes than fcc or hcp metals (a packing ratio of 

Figure 1. Normalized melting temperatures Tm/T0 for several d-transition metals. All the melting curves in each graph
were obtained with the same method: (a) XRD diagnostic (Section 4.2), (b) Speckle diagnostic (Section 4.1). The error bars in
Figure 1a refer to the reported uncertainties in temperature measurement by using the XRD diagnostic. Datasheets can be
found in the Supplemental Material.

The majority of transition metals have partially filled d-bands, which can be occupied
by s- electrons via s->d electron scattering. The s-conduction electrons are less mobile
since they have a higher effective mass, and this s-d electron transfer can be responsible for
changes in the density of states (DOS) and the lowering of the melting curves in transition
metals. It has been proposed that a small broadening of the liquid d-band (~1%) could lead
to an increase in the stability of the liquid relative to the solid and thus suppress the melting
slope significantly at higher pressures [85]. However, this was not found to be the case
in Mo, where strong discrepancies between theory and experimental data still exist [15].
Another explanation for the low melting curves of metals with nearly half-filled d-bands
such as Mo is the existence of Jann–Teller distortions which could create local structures
in the liquid [86]. Elements with filled bands, and therefore a DOS that is less subject to
change with melting, such as Cu or Al, have much steeper melting curves [40,85,87,88].
However, Al is characterized by sp3 bonding electrons and can be drastically different from
transition metals, where d-electron physics plays a dominant role.

A factor that could also affect the behavior of the melting curve of a material is the
phase from which melting occurs. In fact, it has been proposed that bcc metals (a packing
ratio of ~0.68) should have lower melting slopes than fcc or hcp metals (a packing ratio
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of ~0.74) [13]. It has been shown that the stability of a bcc structure is favored by a Fermi
energy which falls in the minimum between two peaks of the DOS. According to Figure 1a,
this seems to be a general rule, with bcc Mo exhibiting the lower slope, and fcc Au, Pt,
or Ni the highest. For example, eightfold coordinated bcc Mo should undergo a smaller
volume change than 12-fold coordinated Ni. Electron-band calculations have shown that
hcp–fcc total energy differences are smaller than the corresponding bcc–fcc differences [89];
thus, the entropy change for Mo should be greater than for Ni or Fe. By taking all these
into account together with the Clayperon criterion (Equation (1)), a smaller overall melting
temperature can be expected.

Transitions within a metal phase diagram also affect the melting slope. For example,
a flattening of a melting curve around the triple point fcc–hcp–liquid can be expected for
Fe, because of the melting entropy differences between the two solid polymorphs [90].

Moreover, d-electron bonding can be responsible for the appearance of an icosahe-
dral short-range order, which can be energetically favored in supercooled liquids and
melts [91,92]. These short-range structures depend on the number of d-electrons and are
more distorted in the liquids of early transition metals than those of late transition met-
als [17]. Icosahedral structures in liquids have been already observed in Ta [93], Zr [94],
Ni [91,92], Ti [92], and Fe [91] and can act as impurities that lower the free energy and thus
the melting slope [17].

Figure 1b shows the normalized melting curves obtained in an LH-DAC with the
Speckle technique [13,14,40]. All melting curves appear a lot shallower compared to the
data obtained with the XRD diagnostic (Figure 1a), and in all cases the normalized Tm
has a lower value at the same pressure. With this method, the melting lines of Mo and W
appear almost constant after ~50 GPa. It has been shown in many works [15,24,37,84] that
the Speckle method often triggers the recrystallization of the sample instead of melting,
therefore underestimating the melting temperature, as will be discussed in more detail
in Section 5.6. However, it is interesting to see that melting from bcc, as in the case of
W, Mo or Ta, yields the smoothest melting curves, as in the case of the XRD diagnostic.
The datasheets for the plots of Figure 1a,b can be found in the Supplemental Material.

2.3. Comparison with Alkali Metals, Alkaline Earths, and Rare Earths

The melting curves of alkali metals behave rather differently than those of tran-
sition metals. These elements tend to have complex phase diagrams, with successive
phase transitions in the solid phase and the presence of complex liquids in the liquid
phase [64–69,95]. In many cases, alkali metals exhibit melting curve maxima, followed by
negative slopes, where the molar volume of the liquid is expected to be less than that
of the solid. Previous studies have shown abrupt changes in the coordination numbers
and density, for example in liquid Cs [96]. The complexities in both crystal structure and
melting have been attributed to the effects of s->d electronic transitions for the heavier
alkali metals [97], but lighter elements such as Li and Na exhibit s-p orbital mixing [98].
It has been proposed that a possible explanation for the complex structures observed in
alkali metals is the formation of an energy gap at the Brillouin zone boundary that can
lower the kinetic energy of free electrons and thus stabilize such structures [99].

Alkaline earths also present several unusual structures and complex phase dia-
grams [100–102]. These phenomena could be explained by the sp->d electron transfer
under compression [103]. It has been found that the changes in the melting slopes of Mg,
Ca, and Sr are associated with the phase transitions observed at room temperature and
with the increasing d-electron character of these elements [95]. Similar to transition metals,
melting from a bcc phase leads to a less steep melting curve, as in the cases of Ca or Mg [95].

In rare earths, the application of pressure generally induces an s->d transition that
increases the d-electron character of the conduction band. This electronic transition is
responsible for the hcp->Sm-type->distorted hcp->fcc->distorted fcc series of structural
transitions in the solid phase [104]. The highly localized f-electrons do not participate in
bonding, since Y exhibits the same behavior even though its f-states are empty [105]. How-
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ever, low symmetry structures have been observed under pressure for Pr, Nd, Sm, and Gd,
which have been attributed to the delocalization of f-electrons [106–109]. The melting
curves of rare earths seem to be affected by this delocalization, showing kinks or minima
in the pressure values where it occurs [104].

3. Static Experimental Techniques
3.1. Large Volume Presses (LVP)

Large volume presses (LVP) such as the piston-cylinder or the multi-anvil press [110,111]
are widely used for the synthesis of materials, especially when the production of large
single crystals is essential [112,113]. Record temperatures of 4050 K [114] and pressures of
90 GPa [115] have been reported for multi-anvil presses, although for most conventional
devices in laboratories and synchrotrons the maximum pressure is limited to 25 GPa and
the maximum temperature to 2500 K. Therefore, the routinely obtainable P-T range in the
LH-DAC (or RH-DAC) is much greater than that of a multi-anvil press, but the precision to
which the melting temperature can be determined in a DAC is, in general, much lower.

Inside a multi-anvil press, the heating of the sample is carried out by an internal
heating method, where a small heater and electrodes are placed inside a pressure trans-
mitting medium (PTM). Electric power is supplied to the heater from an external power
supply and through the conductive anvils. Several heaters can be used, the most prominent
ones being Pt, Ta, Re, LaCrO3, or graphite [116]. The sample temperature is measured
by a thermocouple which is located close to the sample, and the pressure effect on the
thermocouple’s electromotive force has to be estimated [117–119]. For the most widely
used W/WRe thermocouples, a variation of 35 ◦C has been reported at 15 GPa and
1800 ◦C [119]. Thus, the temperature determination with a thermocouple is very accurate
and much superior to that obtained by spectral radiometry in an LH-DAC, which usually
extends to hundreds of K (Section 3.3.3). The highest temperature that can be measured
with a W/WRe thermocouple is 2300 ◦C. Higher temperatures are measured by extrapolat-
ing the relationship between temperature and applied power.

Pressure in a multi-anvil press is measured by the P-V-T equation of state (EoS) of a
pressure standard which is placed inside the assembly. This material should ideally exhibit
no phase transitions, have a low relatively bulk modulus, low yielding strength (so that
the deviatoric stresses are easily released upon heating), chemical inertness, high melting
temperature, low grain growth rate, and low X-ray cross-section (in the case of in situ
XRD measurements). The most widely used pressure standards in a multi-anvil press are
NaCl, Au, Pt, and MgO. From the known pressure scales, that of MgO seems to be the least
controversial since it seems to be free from the free electron contribution to the thermal
pressure [120–122]. In general, underestimations due to thermal pressure up to 3 GPa have
been calculated, which is not dramatic compared to the LH-DAC (Section 3.3.3). The reader
can refer to two very detailed reviews about the technical developments in the multi-anvil
press [116,123].

The signature of melting in a large volume press can be evidenced either by differential
thermal measurements [124] or electrical measurements [125–127] (Section 4.7). In the case
of an LVP coupled with synchrotron radiation, in situ XRD [128,129] can be used as a
reliable melting diagnostic (Section 4.2). Melting curves at low pressures determined in
an LVP for gold [127], copper [130], and nickel [125] have been reported in the literature.
Multi-anvil experiments provide an adequate method for investigating melting curves for
pressures up to 25 GPa.

3.2. The Resistive Heating Diamond Anvil Cell (RH-DAC)

The resistively heated diamond anvil cell (RH-DAC) [131–138] is a complementary
technique to laser heating, albeit less widely used because of the generally lower temper-
atures obtained and the complexity that lies in preparing the DAC. In resistive heating,
samples are heated by conduction with the heat source outside the sample chamber, ei-
ther by an external furnace (maximum temperature around 700 K) or by a small heater
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close to the diamond anvils (where much higher temperatures can be achieved). Vari-
ous RH-DAC techniques have been proposed that can provide temperatures above 1200 K
and can be used for the melting of metals, for example gold [139]. These techniques are
based on (a) graphite heaters [135,136,138], (b) Mo wires [140], (c) W filaments [134], (d) Re
gasket heating [137], or (e) metal strips placed directly in the sample chamber (internal
resistive heating, [139,141–143]). The latter technique has been proven very effective, es-
pecially when the metal strip is the sample itself, and temperatures of almost 4000 K
have been reached in a study of the Fe–Ni–Si system [143]. However, RH-DAC prepara-
tion, and especially the placing of metallic contacts on a micrometer sized sample, can be
very challenging. At such high extreme conditions, spectral radiometry is needed for the
temperature measurement.

Resistive heating methods have been extensively used to study the melting behav-
ior and phase diagrams of alkali metals [64–66,68,69] and molecular systems [144–147],
which generally have much lower melting temperatures than transition metals. The pres-
sure range in an RH-DAC is limited compared to the LH-DAC, often because of the
softening of the stress-bearing components, such as the gaskets and the diamond seats.
The advantage of resistive heating is the significantly improved homogeneity of the temper-
ature with respect to laser heating. Moreover, temperature control is independent and is not
affected by any changes in the physical properties of the sample or the presence of phase
transitions. Another advantage is that the temperature is measured with a thermocouple
(up to ~2600 K), providing much smaller error bars with respect to spectral radiometry.

3.3. The Laser Heated Diamond Anvil Cell (LH-DAC)

The laser-heated diamond anvil cell was first presented in the pioneering work of
Ming and Basset [148]. This technique takes advantage of the extreme hardness and the
optical properties of diamond, which is transparent in a very wide wavelength range,
from gamma and X-rays to mid-infrared, allowing not only laser irradiation but also
coupling with various experimental techniques, both in synchrotron facilities and in lab-
oratories. To demonstrate the versatility of the LH-DAC, one can refer to experimental
works on X-ray diffraction (XRD) [149–157], X-ray absorption (XAS) [158–161], X-ray flu-
orescence (XRF) [162], Mössbauer spectroscopy (SMS) [163,164], inelastic X-ray scatter-
ing (IXS) [144–146], nuclear inelastic scattering (NIS) [165], nuclear magnetic resonance
(NMR) [166], and Raman [167–171] and Brillouin [172–175] spectroscopies or the synthesis
of novel materials [176–183]. Different types of diamond anvil cells exist for different
applications, but especially for the LH-DAC, the angular opening of the cell is of cru-
cial importance, especially when coupled with experimental techniques such as XRD or
Raman/Brillouin spectroscopies, but also when an off-axis laser heating geometry is in
place [61].

The principle of the LH-DAC has been thoroughly described in [61] and can be
shown in Figure 2. The basic concept is based on a piston-cylinder mechanism, as the
two opposing diamonds are approaching each other by the application of an external
force which can be generated by screws or an external membrane. The sample is confined
within a metallic gasket [184], usually made by stainless steel, rhenium, or tungsten,
although composite gaskets such as amorphous boron-epoxy [185] or c-BN [186] also
exist and can maximize the thickness of the sample chamber during the experiment.
Alternatively, beryllium gaskets are used in the case both axial and radial access in the
DAC is needed [187,188]. A pressure transmitting medium (PTM) is used to fill the sample
chamber and offer the best hydrostatic conditions possible. The sample irradiation is
performed with an IR laser source that accesses the sample by taking advantage of the
transparency of the diamonds. The emitted thermal radiation passes through the diamonds
and is guided to the entrance of a spectrometer, where it is analyzed in order to provide
the temperature measurement (Section 3.3.3).
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Figure 2. The principle of the laser-heated diamond anvil cell (LH-DAC).

3.3.1. Pressure Transmitting Medium (PTM)

Using a pressure transmitting medium in a melting experiment is of crucial importance
for many reasons:

i. It introduces hydrostatic or quasi-hydrostatic pressure conditions, thus greatly reduc-
ing the deviatoric stresses and giving a better estimation of pressure [189], although shear
stresses will always appear when the (pressure transmitting medium) PTM solidifies.

ii. It provides thermal insulation to the sample, since the diamond anvils are very
good thermal conductors and can be a significant source of heat sink. It is practically
impossible to laser-heat a sample without thermal insulation.

iii. It confines the liquid sample inside the sample chamber.
iv. It often prevents chemical reactions such as carbide formation, as it will be dis-

cussed further (Section 5.7) in more detail.
Several PTM have been used in diamond anvil cells, including liquids (methanol–

ethanol mixture, methanol–ethanol–water mixture, silicon oil, Daphne 7373 or 7474, fluo-
rinert), soft solids (CsCl, NaCl, KCl, KBr, LiF), hard solids (Al2O3, MgO, SiO2), or condensed
gases (He, Ne, Ar, N2), He being by far the most hydrostatic of them all [190,191]. However,
He is not used in high temperature studies, since it can escape the DAC in its gaseous
form at high temperatures. Moreover, the choice of a PTM in melting curve ex-periments
is mainly based on three factors: (a) the PTM has to stay insulating at high pressures and
temperatures; (b) it has to be inert with the sample or the diamond anvils; and (c) it has a
melting curve that is steeper than the material that is being studied (Section 5.3). By taking
all this information into account, solid media such as NaCl, KCl, Al2O3, SiO2, or MgO and
noble gases such as Ar or Ne are the PTM that are mostly used in a laser heating melting
experiment. Figure 3 gathers together all the experimentally established melting curves of
the most commonly used PTM inside an LH-DAC [192–198].
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3.3.2. Lasers

All transition metals melt above 1200 K at ambient pressure, and this range
of temperatures is easily accessible with laser heating. For the studies of metals
(or semiconductors), solid state lasers of near-IR wavelengths such as Nd:YAG or
Nd:YLF (λ = 1.053–1.070 µm) are preferred, since they are greatly absorbed by these
materials [13,22,24,25,29,34,35,37,39,40,63,77,83,84,199–201]. The main mechanism lies
in the photon-electron interaction between the electromagnetic field of the laser and
the free electrons of the metal, inducing higher energy states in the conduction bands.
The thermal energy transfer process takes place during the electron–phonon collisions;
immediately after the collision, the electrons may change their directions, but the elec-
tron flux remains constant in any direction. However, some fraction of the excess
electron energy is transferred to the phonons during the collision process, therefore in-
creasing the temperature.

The small penetration depth of near-IR lasers makes it essential to use double-sided
laser heating in order to reduce the thermal gradients from one side of the sample to the
other, which can extend to many hundreds of K [95,202,203]. In general, defocusing the
beam helps in obtaining a more homogenous laser spot, thus reducing the thermal gradients.
In order to reduce the thermal gradients even further, a recent method [77,204] proposed
encapsulating the sample inside a boron-doped diamond micro-oven.

CO2 lasers have a much larger wavelength (λ = 10.6 µm) and thus a larger penetration
depth, alleviating the need for two-sided laser heating in an LH-DAC; however, they are
not well absorbed by metallic elements and are mainly used for the study of glasses,
minerals, oxides, or optically transparent organic matter [205–207].

Most experimental works on the melting curve of transition metals have been car-
ried out using continuous wave (CW) lasers; however, the use of pulsed lasers (“flash
heating”) [15,153,199] can potentially reduce the chemical reactions (oxidation, carbide for-
mation, reactions between PTM and sample, Section 5.7), as well as any sample instabilities
inside the DAC. This technique can become more powerful if the laser pulse is synchronized
with a synchrotron radiation pulse and a fast detector.
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3.3.3. P-T Metrology

The pressure in an LH-DAC can be measured by using the ruby or Sm2+:SrB4O7
fluorescence methods [208–211], by the first-order Raman signal from the center of the
diamond culet [212], or be derived from the thermal equation of state (EoS) of the PTM
or the sample in an XRD experiment [37,84,90]. However, special care should be taken to
take into account the thermal pressure Pth. It has been argued that the thermal pressure is
strongly affected by the PTM used during the experiment [84]. The pressure is calculated
empirically from XRD data using the following formula [84,90]:

P = Pbefore +
Pafter + ∆P− Pbefore

Tmax − 300
× (T− 300) (4)

where Pbefore and Pafter are the pressure before and after laser heating and Tmax the maxi-
mum temperature reached during the experiment. ∆P is the pressure difference between
the pressure at high temperature and the pressure measured after the heating cycle [90].

The temperature measurement in an LH-DAC is performed using spectral radiom-
etry, where the raw intensity of the collected light is given by Planck’s law, corrected for
including the emissivity ε(λ) in the grey body approximation:

Planck = I(λ, T, ε(λ)) = ε
2πhc2

λ5
1

exp(hc/λkT)− 1
(5)

In this equation, λ is the wavelength of the measured signal, ε(λ) the emissivity, h the
Planck constant, k the Boltzmann constant, and T the grey body temperature. In order
to be able to fit the temperature, ε(λ) is considered wavelength independent. Many com-
plementary approaches exist for the temperature estimation using pyrometry, the Wien
function and the two-color pyrometry being the most widely used [213,214].

The collected signal is analyzed by a spectrometer and sent to a CCD camera. Band pass
filters are used to prevent reflections of the laser entering the spectrometer and thus sat-
urating the CCD and perturbing the signal. The collection of the Planck radiation of the
heated sample requires some sophisticated imagery and temperature measurement op-tics.
Ideally, the temperature measurement and laser focusing optics should be independent.
There are two main categories of optics to collect the Planck radiation: reflective (mirrors) or
refractive (lenses). Reflective optics have the advantage or being almost free of chromatic
aberrations, while refractive optics need the application of a numerical aperture to approach
achromatic behavior, reducing the spatial resolution. However, the image quality is superior
for refractive optics. Recent studies comparing the different optics have showed that the
differences in the estimation of temperature are rather small [215,216].

Finally, special caution should be taken in the calibration of the optical system. By di-
viding the collected radiation with the system response, one can fit the spectra to the Planck
radiation function. It has been argued that the absorbance of the diamonds should also
be taken into account for the calibration in order to improve the accuracy of temperature
measurements [217].

4. Melting Detection and Criteria
4.1. The Laser Speckle Method

One of the first diagnostics proposed to detect melting in an LH-DAC was the pioneer-
ing method of the laser speckle technique [13,14]. In this method, a visible laser (usually
the 514.5 nm green line of an Argon laser) is applied to create interference patterns on the
sample surface while the IR laser simultaneously heats the sample. Sometimes, visual ob-
servation of the sample surface has also been used [26,218]. Melting can be determined as
the onset of convective motion with increasing temperature. Although it has been used
extensively in numerous studies [13,14,16,21,40,41,201], the optical detection of melting
based on speckle patterns has been questioned, especially after the development of the
more recent techniques such as the in situ observation of a liquid signal in the synchrotron
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XRD images (Section 4.2). It has been argued that the changes in the optical properties
of the sample surface that are detected with this method could also be caused by struc-
tural changes in the PTM or the sample (such as a phase transition), or chemical reactions
between the sample, the PTM, and/or the diamond anvils [22,219,220]. In many cases
the speckle method was found to coincide with the onset of dynamic recrystallization of
the sample rather than melting [22,24,36,37] since both the high temperature recrystalliza-
tion and melting processes are endothermic and thus not easily distinguishable optically
(Section 5.6). However, reliable results have been obtained for low reactivity transition
metals such as Cu [16].

4.2. Appearance of the Liquid Diffuse Scattering Signal in the XRD Patterns

The technological advances in synchrotron facilities together with the technical de-
velopments in LH-DAC during the last 15 years have allowed the determination of the
melting curves using both in situ XRD and XAS (Section 4.3) techniques. The focused
X-ray beam in a high brilliance synchrotron radiation source can be reduced to a size
much smaller than the size of the sample that is heated by the lasers, facilitating both
the signal acquisition and the temperature determination. Concerning XRD, the melting
criterion is based on the gradual appearance of a diffuse liquid X-ray scattering signal
as the temperature is progressively increased [22,24,34–37,63,77,83,84,200,221], which can
occur together with the disappearance of the Bragg peaks that dominate the signal of the
solid phase. However, more often than not, the liquid diffuse signal appears before the
complete disappearance of the Bragg peaks, indicating a partial melting of the sample.
The Bragg reflections disappear progressively upon further increasing the temperature,
until the XRD signal becomes fully liquid. The melting temperature is defined as the first
temperature where the diffuse scattering is observed. The diffuse signal disappears on
quenched diffraction pattern of the sample, i.e., when shutting off the heating (IR) lasers.

The diffuse scattering method has some remarkable advantages with respect to other
methods, notably, the possibility to simultaneously detect chemical reactions and phase
transitions in the sample since its structure is constantly triggered with in situ diffraction.
However, it requires short exposure times and continuous monitoring of the temperature
to be effective, as well as a very careful alignment of the X-ray beam, in order to ensure
that the diffraction pattern is taken from the portion of the sample where the IR lasers
are focused. The technique of using short exposure times (in the order of 1–2 s) has been
first established for Pb and can potentially provide a more accurate determination of the
various crystallographic changes in the sample [200], but the temperature fluctuations near
the melting point happen in a much faster timescale (a few ms) (Section 5.1). This fact,
combined with the small quantity of liquid signal that is usually observed with this
method, requires very precise measurements and meticulous data analysis in order to
properly detect the onset of melting. The large temperature error bars in many of the XRD
melting studies [22,35,63], often calculated as the sum of the maximum error from spectral
radiometry and the uncertainty on the detection of melting, clearly show that there are still
several technical challenges to overcome.

Figure 4 presents an example of the solid–liquid transition upon laser heating in Zr [37]
using XRD. The diffuse liquid scattering appears at a given temperature and progressively
dominates the diffraction signal upon further heating, while at the same time, the solid
contribution decreases, indicating that the quantity of liquid in the sample increases with
temperature. In this experiment, the XRD patterns did not exhibit any parasitic phases,
such as ZrC or ZrO2.
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Figure 4. XRD patterns of a Zr sample in an LH-DAC [37]. The liquid diffuse scattering appears at
melting as a background signal that increases in intensity with temperature as the quantity of the
liquid increases. The light green liquid diffuse scattering background corresponds to 3295 K, the pink
one to 3467 K. The patterns at 3022 K and 3174 K correspond to solid Zr.

Concerning the determination of the melting curves of transition metals, this tech-
nique has shown significant discrepancies with the speckle method, providing melting
temperatures that can be 1000 K higher or even more at high pressures, Ta [21,22] and
Fe [14,24] being characteristic examples. As mentioned, it has been argued that the speckle
method often coincides with the onset of sub-solidus recrystallization, which can be ob-
served in the diffraction patterns as rapidly moving single crystal spots that appear at high
temperatures but before the onset of melting (Section 5.6).

4.3. Evolution of the XAS Spectrum

While XRD can probe the long-range structural changes in a solid–liquid transition,
XAS is more sensitive to the local atomic environment since it is an element-selective
technique. In particular, in an XAS experiment, the EXAFS (extended X-ray absorption fine
structure) part of the signal provides information about the local atomic structure, while the
XANES (X-ray absorption near edge structure) part of the signal provides information
about the electronic structure.

In a melting experiment, the solid–liquid transition is defined by the disappearance
of the shoulder on the XANES region of the XAS signal, as well as the flattening of the
first few oscillations. Such changes have been observed in the 3d transition metals Fe [25]
and Ni [39], as well as in Fe binary alloys [174,175]. Melting can be also identified by the
“T-Scan method” [222], where the temperature dependence of the absorption coefficient at
the shoulder region of the XANES signal follows a discontinuity attributed to the loss of
long-range order.

XAS is therefore a multifaceted technique that can provide interesting information
about melting, but also about the local, electronic, and magnetic configuration of a transition
metal at extreme conditions. As in the melting studies with XRD, fast acquisition times are
also essential in XAS, and therefore a polychromatic pink beam is often used to provide the
maximum flux possible [223].

Figure 5 shows the X-ray absorption spectroscopy melting criterion in a recent work
on Ni [39]. The melting criterion consists of the disappearance of the shoulder feature
in point A and the flattening of the two oscillations in points B and C. For Ni, the XRD
and XAS criteria have been found to give similar results [39,84], proposing that melting
can be detected by probing either the long-range structural changes (XRD) or the local
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environment (XAS) of the sample. However, the studies on Fe comparing the two methods
still remain controversial [24,25]. An argument was made that these discrepancies could
rely on the fact that in some of the XAS studies, carbon-contaminated Fe samples were
actually measured [90], leading to lower melting temperatures. Carbon contamination is
discussed in Section 5.7.
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4.4. Temperature Plateaus

One of the most widely used methods for determining the melting temperature in an
LH-DAC is the appearance of temperature plateaus, i.e., the temperature stays relatively
stable near the melting point as the laser power continues to increase (in most cases in linear
increments). This technique requires regular monitoring of the temperature (every few
seconds) and is used often in laboratories when there is no possibility to obtain information
about melting from an in situ technique, as is the case in a synchrotron experiment.

It has been proposed that after a certain point, the increasing laser power should
only increase the volume of the melt, than raise the temperature of the molten material,
given that the laser provides the latent heat of melting so that plateaus should normally
be expected at any invariant melting point [128]. It is true that this method has provided
relatively accurate results that have been verified in many cases with other melting diag-
nostics such as the detection of liquid diffuse scattering in an XRD or the disappearance of
some XANES characteristic features in an XAS experiment [39,83,84,224]. An agreement of
less than 100 K in the melting temperature was found between this method and the XRD
method for Ni [84] and Nb [83], and a similar order of magnitude has been found for Ni
measured with XANES [39]. However, in several works the temperature plateau was not
observed at all or corresponded to a different temperature than the melting temperature
Tm [22,36,37]. Figure 6 compares the Tm vs. laser power functions for different transition
metals in order to clarify these differences.

It is clear from Figure 6 that this melting criterion is not applicable to all studies. Tem-
perature plateaus can appear at T=Tm (Figure 6a,c) T<Tm (Figure 6b), or T>Tm (Figure 6d).
The trend can be different even for the same material, depending on the pressure or the
heating run (Figure 6a,b). The range of temperature differences may also vary; for example,
in Zr (Figure 6b, [37]), a melting using the temperature plateau criterion seems to appear at
about 300 K before the XRD criterion, while for Ti (Figure 5d, [36]), melting was detected at
a temperature almost 900 K higher.
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Figure 6. Comparison of temperature versus laser power curves in different samples and different heating runs: (a) Zr
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by the straight pink line.

It has been proposed that the latent heat of melting is insignificant with respect
to the heat provided by the lasers [203]. In fact, there can be several reasons why the
temperature–laser power relationship can change inside an LH-DAC:

i. Discontinuities in the reflectivity of the sample. The reflectivity cannot be a reliable
indicator of melting since it is not an intrinsic property of materials.

ii. Increase in the conductivity of the PTM with the increasing heat provided by the
lasers could also explain why the temperature is not always increased with laser power.

iii. The thickness of the PTM can change during an experimental run, which can affect
the thermal insulation and the heating efficiency inside the LH-DAC. As a result, more laser
power may be needed to heat the sample at a given temperature.

iv. A temperature plateau can appear because of the melting of the PTM (Section 5.3).
v. The melt may become mechanically unstable and flow, leading to sudden variations

in temperature.
All of the above characteristics and parameters are very difficult to be calculated in situ

in order to quantify their effect on the temperature of the sample. Therefore, the observation
of temperature plateaus, although efficient in many cases, cannot be considered by itself a
consistently reliable method, and often the use of a complementary diagnostic is advised.

4.5. Microstructure Formation on the Quench

A recent work [15] has demonstrated a new melting criterion by studying the mi-
crostructure formation of a Mo sample in a DAC using flash laser heating synchronized
with X-ray diffraction and a fast detector. This approach is based on the observation that
heating above the melting point followed by a quench could reduce the grain size of
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polycrystalline samples, sometimes to an nm scale, while quenching from annealing (i.e.,
heating below melting) generally increases the grain size [225]. The importance of using a
short laser pulse duration (5–20 ms) lies in the fact that the changes in the microstructure
of the sample happen in small steps, providing the opportunity to observe the changes in
the diffraction patterns in a detailed way.

In this study [15] the sample was heated at different temperatures, measured by
spectral radiometry, and then quenched. It has been observed that when quenched from
a temperature below Tm, the diffraction single crystal spots were preferentially oriented
in relation to the diffraction spots of MgO that has been used as the PTM. However,
when quenched from a temperature above Tm, the diffraction images feature a fine-grained,
randomly oriented microstructure (continuous Debye diffraction rings). With this tech-
nique, the authors were also able to track a microstructural transition in Mo that could be
responsible for the lower melting temperatures reported in previous works [13,29,30].

4.6. Post-Heating Scanning Electron Microscopy (SEM)

The argument of obtained melting can be greatly reinforced by validating the exper-
iment with post-heating characterization after the quenching of the sample, outside the
LH-DAC. One of the existing possibilities is to study the surface of the heated spots with
scanning electron microscopy (SEM) [199,226]. Drastic changes and bead-like features
appear on the sample surface topography near the melting temperature. By careful exami-
nation of the SEM images in a recent work on Re and Mo, micrometer or sub-micrometer
size recrystallization of the sample can be shown for T<Tm, while for T>Tm the metal seems
completely restructured with a boundary between the quenched liquid and the unmolten
sample to a depth of several micrometers [199]. These observations are in contrast to the
data acquired by the previous approach (Section 4.5) as the melting point found for Mo
in [199] seemed to coincide with the recrystallization region in [15]. The discrepancies have
been attributed to a microstructure transition that has been discovered for Mo [15].

A depth profile analysis of molten or unmolten regions can be also performed in a
cross-section of the heated portion of the sample. The cross-section has to be prepared
with a focused ion beam (FIB) [199,226]. In a recent work on Ni [39], the cross-section of
the heated spot where the sample remained solid (Figure 7a) was found to be drastically
different from the cross-section of the heated spot where the sample melted (Figure 7b).
In fact, sharp boundaries extending to a few micrometers in depth were reported for
the molten sample (Figure 7b). Energy dispersive X-ray spectroscopy (EDX) performed
routinely on the samples did not show any chemical changes. In this work, KCl was used
as a PTM, and as it is clear from Figure 7a,b, there are no significant differences in its
morphology above or below the melting temperature of the sample.
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4.7. Changes in Resistivity

Phase transitions in a material can be often detected by changes in its physical proper-
ties. In a metal, the resistivity R generally increases with temperature T, but kinks will be
observed near a phase transition region, for example, an increase in the slope of R versus T.
The abrupt increase in a metal’s resistivity with melting can be attributed to the loss of long-
range order and thus the increased scattering of conduction electrons. Of course, such an
increase in resistivity could also happen because of chemical contamination, but this pos-
sibility can be excluded by performing complementary diagnostics such as XRD, SEM,
or EDS (Electron Dispersive Spectroscopy). Temperature or resistivity fluctuations can also
be attributed to changes in the morphology of the sample upon melting [227].

The melting of several metals inside a DAC using this method has been obtained
with good reproducibility by applying either resistive heating with graphite heaters and
a four-point configuration [87,133] or laser heating [228]. For the LH-DAC, a split gasket
method [229] has been employed, where two pre-indented steel gaskets were joined with a
diamond filled epoxy cement that served as an insulator. The electrical leads soldered to the
two gasket halves permitted the resistivity measurement. The LH-DAC resistivity method
has given access to high pressures and temperatures. However, this kind of experiment
remains very challenging, and the values of resistivity or thermal conductivity of metals in
a DAC have been a subject of open debate [228,230,231].

4.8. Synchrotron Mössbauer Spectroscopy (SMS)

Recent technological developments in fast spectroradiometry and synchrotron tech-
nology have opened up the possibility of couple laser heating with synchrotron Mössbauer
spectroscopy (SMS) to identify the melting of metals [164,232,233]. This method has mainly
been demonstrated for 57Fe [234,235] but can also be effective with other nuclear reso-
nant isotopes. The diagnostic of melting relies on the dynamics of Fe atoms in a time
window comparable to their nuclear lifetime. This is reflected in the reduction of the
effective thickness of the sample and the collapse of the Mössbauer signal in the liquid
phase. The ordering of atoms is irrelevant for SMS, in antithesis with other synchrotron
techniques, for example XRD. In XRD, the scattering process is very fast and non-resonant,
so that atomic motions become irrelevant. The Mössbauer signal, on the other hand, is very
sensitive to the movement of the iron nuclei.

5. Sources of Controversies in the Melting Curves of Transition Metals from
Static Experiments
5.1. Temperature Determination in the LH-DAC

The LH-DAC, although being the technique that can provide access to the highest
temperatures and pressures possible in the static compression regime, could potentially
yield error bars of a few hundreds of K in the estimation of temperature for several reasons:

i. The lasers can be unstable, especially near but below the melting temperature,
and these fluctuations can alter the temperature within small time domains. It has been
found that even a ~0.3% laser power fluctuation can lead to temperature fluctuations of up
to 200 K [218,236].

ii. Spectral radiometry measurements can be complicated to perform and are strongly
dependent on the wavelength region chosen to perform the Planck fit. The methodology
for the temperature measurement inside a DAC using spectral radiometry, including the
use of different optics, has been discussed in detail [213–217].

iii. Especially at lower temperatures (below 1400 K), there are not enough photons,
and the Planck signal is difficult to detect. Larger acquisition times are needed which can
lead to larger temperature error bars due to instabilities.

iv. It is crucial that the temperature measurement is taken from the same area of
the sample that is heated by the lasers. In synchrotron radiation, this has been solved by
perforating a polished mirror at the entrance of the spectrometer and aligning the X-rays to
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the hole using X-ray fluorescence [150,152,153,158]. Defocusing the IR lasers for a larger
and more uniform heating spot can be also helpful.

5.2. Thermal Pressure Determination

In a melting experiment, the thermal pressure Pth has to be carefully estimated for ev-
ery data point by the thermal equation of the sample or the PTM, but this can be a challenge
in experiments where there is no possibility to perform in situ XRD. Pressure scales such as
the fluorescence of the ruby or Sm2+:SrB4O7 or the Raman of the diamond are not anymore
valid at the high temperatures required for the melting of metals either because the signal is
dampened or because the thermal radiation dominates the signal. In the absence of an XRD
signal in order to determine the thermal EoS and therefore the pressure, the uncertainties
can be minimized by measuring the pressure before and after the heating of the sample,
but the error bar in the pressure determination can still be quite large.

5.3. Melting of the PTM

The selection of the PTM, apart for the reasons mentioned above (Section 3.3.1),
is crucial for both temperature and melting determination, since the melting of the PTM
prior to the melting of the sample could either hinder the fusion of the sample or give false
signature of melting [22,84,198,224]. For example, spectral radiometry measurements can
exhibit a temperature plateau (Section 4.4) with increasing laser power at the PTM melting
temperature, confounding the experimental results. The pyrometry measurements are
affected by the presence of molten PTM in the sample chamber, mainly because of changes
to its optical properties (emissivity, absorption). Movements of the sample in the molten
PTM and changes in spatial temperature distribution could underestimate the temperature
by few hundreds of K. Moreover, the molten PTM could potentially give a diffuse signal in
an XRD experiment, leading to a confusing interpretation of the data, since it could not be
clear whether the liquid signal derives from the sample or the PTM. Therefore, the PTM
has to be selected in a way that its melting curve is steeper and does not overlap with the
melting curve of the sample.

5.4. Misalignments of the X-ray beam

During a melting experiment, it is crucial that the temperature is measured at exactly
the same area of the sample that is triggered with the melt detection probe. This is especially
important in Synchrotron experiments (for example XRD, XAS, or SMS), where the probe
(i.e., the X-ray beam) is rather small, usually on the order of 2–3 microns. During laser
heating, the optics may drift due to thermal expansion, and the X-rays are no longer
triggering the same location of the sample where the temperature measurement is acquired.

The heating laser should also be very well aligned with the X-rays, and this is normally
achieved by reducing the focusing of the laser in order to have a hotspot much larger
than the X-ray beam (i.e., a laser spot of 10–20 microns for a 2–5 micron x-ray beam).
However, in some cases, at the high temperatures required for melting the sample may
move, meaning that the X-ray beam and the hotspot are no longer in the same place.
Therefore, meticulous and continuous realignment of both the optics and the X-ray beam is
required in order to obtain reliable measurements.

5.5. Additional Sources of Diffuse Scattering

The diffuse liquid scattering detected from XRD (Section 4.2) needs to be properly
analyzed to avoid misinterpretations since the molten signal is often weak and can be
masked by other factors. The Compton scattering arising from the diamonds in LH-DAC
or RH-DAC can in some cases dominate the liquid diffraction signal, and it is therefore
advised to be removed by subtracting the background signal of an empty DAC, before or
after the experiment. Removing the Compton background may be less crucial for melting
curves than it is for the determination of the liquid structure using a pair distribution
function (PDF), but it can be important in cases where the molten region is too thin to
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create a measurable XRD signal. Thus, the quality of the obtained data can be improved
using this technique [77]. As mentioned in Section 5.3, the melting of the PTM could
also be a source of additional diffuse scattering, and the selection of the proper PTM is
very important. Finally, extra care should be taken not to interpret glass formation as
a liquid signal, given that many transition metals are known to form metallic glasses at
high temperatures [1]. Usually, the possibility of glass formation can be eliminated by the
absence of diffuse scattering in the quenched XRD pattern.

5.6. Fast Recrystallization for T < Tm

In static experiments, most controversial results come from the comparison of speckle
(Section 4.1) and XRD (Section 4.2) methods in the LH-DAC, which are the two most
widely used techniques to determine melting. It has been argued today that the main
difference between the two methods relies on the phenomenon of “fast recrystallization”
of the sample that occurs prior to melting [15,24,35–37,63,83,200]. The recrystallization
process from a recent experiment on Zr [37] can be shown in Figure 8, where XRD patterns
were collected every few seconds as the temperature of the sample was progressively
in-creased. The diffraction patterns clearly show polycrystalline Zr spots that move and
change in intensity with increasing temperature. This permanent reorientation of the
crystal is due to movements in the surface of the sample, and it happens at temperatures of
almost 1000 K before melting in some cases. The signature of melting comes much later
with the appearance of liquid diffuse scattering. The quenched diffraction pattern (i.e.,
the one obtained after switching off the lasers) after melting shows a fine grain structure in
good agreement with other methods using XRD [15].

Fast recrystallization and melting are both endothermic processes and cannot be
distinguished easily by detecting the movements of the sample surface. Therefore, it is
possible that earlier speckle works underestimated the melting curves of transition metals
since they did not take into account the phenomenon of fast recrystallization. By using
the complementary synchrotron technique of XAS, agreement of the melting temperature
with XRD has been found in the case of Ni [39,84], proposing that melting detection can be
performed either by probing the local atomic environment (XAS) or the long-range struc-
tural changes (XRD) in the sample. However, the works on Fe were controversial [24,25],
and more experimental data need to become available to verify any possible convergence
between these two methods.
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Figure 8. XRD 2D images of a Zr sample at different temperatures (P = 49 GPa) [37]. The movement of polycrystalline spots
with temperature is related to movements in the sample surface. The actual melting temperature at this pressure point
is 3235 K.

5.7. Chemical Reactions and Carbide Formation

At the very high temperatures that are generated inside an LH-DAC, especially when
using CW lasers, carbon contamination of the sample from the diamond anvils is highly
possible. Several transition metals have the ability to form carbides, notably, Fe (Fe3C) [237]
and Ta (TaC) [22], and carbide formation has been found to be the source of large discrep-
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ancies between different results, leading to an underestimation of the melting curve by
many thousands degrees K [21,22]. Melting studies using in situ XRD can identify this
problem and detect carbides or any other unwanted phases that are formed due to chemical
reactions in the sample chamber, even in very small amounts. Raman spectroscopy is also a
method that can be very sensitive to element detection, but the low Raman cross-section of
metals, combined with the high fluorescence of the diamonds and the intense incandescent
thermal radiation that dominates the signal, requires surface-enhanced and time-resolved
techniques, making such experiments extremely complicated [168,238].

Carbon contamination may be caused by the diffusion of carbon from the gasket
or anvil through the pressure medium and into the crystalline sample prior to melting.
Choosing an inert PTM is therefore critical. Water in the PTM can also be a cause of
chemical reactions; thus, a technique to reduce the humidity relies on heating the DAC
before the experiment (for example, putting it in an oven for 1 h at 100 ◦C) [37,39,239].

Another way to minimize the chemical reactions is time constraining the heating
duration to a few milliseconds with the use of a pulsed laser [15,199], but a recent work has
detected carbon diffusion in both continued and pulsed laser heating [239]. Encapsulating
the sample in a single crystal PTM such as MgO can also significantly reduce the lateral
diffusion of unwanted elements in the sample chamber [15].

6. Concluding Remarks

The scope of this manuscript is to provide adequate information to the reader about the
high-pressure melting curves of transition metals that are obtained with static compression
techniques. In particular, the results from many static melting experiments have been
collected and compared in detail, and the discussion about the thermodynamic models
and the physics of the melting transition has tried to point out the main trends about
the melting behavior of d-transition elements. This review focuses naturally on datasets
obtained by the LH-DAC since it is the most widely used technique for melting experiments,
offering access to a wide P-T region, but comparisons with other static methods (notably
LVP and RH-DAC) were also made.

The advantages and drawbacks of the various experimental methods and melting cri-
teria have been thoroughly discussed, as well as the main sources of controversies between
the different datasets. The melting of transition metals is a very wide subject, and even
though many significant technical developments have been carried out in the recent
years concerning sample preparation [77,204], laser heating [164,204,239], pressure genera-
tion [42–44], temperature estimation [215,216], and synchrotron radiation [15,233], there is
still lack of consensus between the different experimental techniques. All of this concen-
trated effort, however, could result in reducing some of the main problems that are present
in the study of melting curves today, especially inside an LH-DAC. Obtaining data at pres-
sures above 1 Mbar is crucially important since most of the melting curves use extrapolation
to predict the behavior at higher pressures, which is not always reliable. More sophisticated
sample assemblies and control of both the sample and PTM thickness could also result
in better heating efficiency and insulation inside the DAC and help (together with fast
temperature measurement techniques) to reduce temperature gradients. Fast diffraction
measurements and flash heating could cut down (but probably not completely eliminate)
chemical reactions. Finally, it may be very interesting to see if a sub-micrometer X-ray beam,
as it is the case with new generation synchrotrons in the very near future, could yield more
precise results. The same can be said for dynamic compression studies using time-resolved
X-ray radiation in the new FEL facilities, which may potentially bridge the gap between
differences in static and dynamic techniques.

Supplementary Materials: The following are available online at https://www.mdpi.com/article/10
.3390/cryst11040416/s1, Table S1: Spreadsheets for all the data of Figure 1a. Only in situ XRD data
are shown (i.e., not off-line obtained melting). Table S2: Spreadsheets for all the data of Figure 1b.
Only in situ measurements are shown.
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