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In The Disparity of Sacrifice, drawing on archives in England, Northern Ireland, the Republic of Ireland, and on hitherto unsolicited daily newspapers,

overarching argument of the work and could easily have been incorporated into previous chapters. A more problematic point is that if the underlying aim of the study was to evaluate the connection between recruitment and the internal situation in Ireland, insufficient attention is given to important political upheavals that affected wartime volunteering. Chapter 2 downplays the impact of Easter Week 1916 by rightly arguing that, in the three months preceding the uprising, monthly army recruits averaged 1,602 compared to 1,506 in the three months following the insurrection (76). However, the book fails to engage with the impact on recruiting of the four by-elections in 1917, the gradual political accession of Sinn Féin and its new rhetoric for self-determination, or the fears of famine in the South of Ireland at the beginning of 1918. On that point, a reference to John Borgonovo's, The Dynamics of War and Revolution: Cork City, 1916-1918(2013), work would have been welcome. Did these events play any role in deterring men from enlisting (or inducing them to do so)? Furthermore, the repercussions on recruitment in Ireland of a series of external factors could usefully have been studied. Did events such as the Gallipoli landing and the near-destruction of the 10th (Irish) Division lead to a decline or a resurgence of recruits? What effect, if any, did the heavy losses suffered by the 36th (Ulster) Division the Battle of the Somme have on recruitment in the province? All in all, the book offers a fertile breeding ground for further studies. It represents a valuable historiographical contribution through its engagement with nationalist and unionist responses to the war effort, while simultaneously distancing itself from the well-entrenched conviction that the United Kingdom was a kingdom united during the conflict.
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