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INTRODUCTION

RenØ PrimevŁre Lesson described a series of reptile and amphib-
ian taxa as a result of his participation in the Voyage autour du 
monde exØcutØ par ordre du roi sur la Corvette de sa MajestØ La 
Coquille� Among these the nomen �Scincus cyanurus� refers 
to a skink widely distributed in the islands of the Paci�c now 
considered valid as Emoia cyanura in the family Scincidae Op-
pel, 1811. �is nomen has been mentioned in three di�erent 
publications authored by Lesson. �e accepted publication date 
of these works has changed due to new information detailing 
the printing and distribution of the parts of the Voyage and 
the parts of the plates of the Atlas (Brygoo 1985; Ineich�& 
Zug 1991; Cretella 2010; Lescure 2015). �e �rst appearance 
of the nomen �Scincus cyanurus� was by Lesson in volume�13 
of the Annales des Sciences naturelles, in 1828. �is work was 
republished, almost identically in the Zoologie chapter of the 
Voyage. Finally, the nomen Scincus cyanurus is also associated 
with �gure�2 on plate�4 in the Atlas. Traditionnally dated as 
1826, as the precise publication date of the wrapper was not 
always taken into account, this �gure with a Latin scienti�c 
name was considered the original description by several authors 
(Brygoo 1985; Brown 1991; Ineich�& Zug 1991; Ineich et�al. 
2009). GuibØ (1954) dated both the Atlas and the Zoology 
volume as 1830 and cited them without distinction. 

A new reading of the aspects of the text that assures the 
status of the nomen �Scincus cyanurus� in Lesson (1828) and 
new information on the publication dates of the Zoologie vol-
ume of the Voyage and the plates of the Atlas (Cretella 2010; 
Lescure 2015) permit us to reconsider the nomenclatural act 
and date, and the name-bearing specimens that make the 
nomen available according the Code (International Code of 
zoological Nomenclature, Anonymous 1999). �e taxonomy 
used here is based on recent revisions (Brown 1991; Klein 
et�al. 2016).

ABBREVIATIONS
MNHN MusØum national d�Histoire naturelle, Paris.
NMW Naturhistorisches Museum Wien.
ZMB Museum für Naturkunde Berlin. 

NOMENCLATURE

SCINCUS CYANURUS IN LESSON (1828)
Is the nomen Scincus cyanurus Lesson, 1828 available?
When describing the Voyage and its main stops and observa-
tions, Lesson (1828: 388) used the nomen Scincus cyanurus 
�rst when listing the fauna of Buru [Bourou] Island and 
gives the following indications: 1) �le petit Scinque à raies 
dorØes et queue bleue� [the small Skink with golden stripes 
and blue tail]; 2) footnote 1 which refers to �Seba, tom. II, 
pl. o [sic!], �g.�5�; 3) a Latin nomen �Scincus cyanurus�; and 
4)�indicates �cette espŁce di�Łre du Scincus vittatus �gurØ dans 
Seba sous le nom de �Lacerta Amboinensis teniolis �mbriata� 
(t. 2, pl.�9, �g.�5 et 6)� [this species is distinct from Scincus 
vittatus �gured in Seba under the name �Lacerta Amboinensis 
teniolis �mbriata� (t. 2, pl.�9, �g.�5 et 6)]. 

Lesson (1828) gave a Latin name in 3) and various elements 
(1, 2, 4) that could represent indications in the sense of the 
Code. Lescure (2015) considered that the character states given 
in 1) satisfy Article 12.2 of the Code (Anonymous 1999) and 
make the nomen available in that work. But these characters 
cannot be considered in isolation as Lesson refers them to the 
footnote giving a citation of Seba. �is citation is not clear 
as there is no plate o or 0 in Seba (1735) (see also Brygoo 
1985). Only two plates in Seba�s work show lizards as �gure 5: 
plate�4, and plate 9. In plate 4, �gure 5 represents a European 
species, very probably in our opinion the Sand Lizard, Lacerta 
agilis Linnaeus, 1758. In plate 9, �gure 5 is the dorsal view 
of �Lacerta Amboiensis teniolis �mbriata�. In Lesson (1830b), 
the text of Lesson (1828) is given almost identically but the 
footnote is indicated as �Seba, tom. II, pl.�9, �g.�5�, which 
con�rms our conclusion that �plate o� is a typographic error 
for plate�9. �e same �gure of the lizard is mentioned in 4) as 
being di�erent from the Scincus cyanurus without speci�ying 
the di�erences. �us, there are no character states indicated 
allowing diagnosis of the taxon to which the nomen �Scincus 
cyanurus� is atttributed. �e indication 1) �le petit Scinque à 
raies dorØes et queue bleue� refers to what we might call two 
�taxa�, the skink from Amboine Island and the blue-tailed 
skink but is not meant to distinguish the two. Hence, we do 
not consider Scincus cyanurus as published by Lesson (1828, 
1830b) to be an available name.

What is the onymotope of �Scincus cyanurus� (Lesson, 1828)?
Although we conclude that the nomen Scincus cyanurus (Les-
son, 1828) is not available, we will now allocate the nomen to 
a population of skinks in order to be able to cite the gymno-
nym (nomen nudum) in the correct synonymy list (Dubois�& 
Ra�aºlli 2009: 28). For this we need to know the origin of 
the specimen or the specimens allocated by Lesson (1828) to 
the taxon to which he attributed the nomen. 

Lesson mentions the taxon in this publication under vari-
ous names from various places (Table�1). Although he gives 
a Latin name and descriptive elements when speaking of the 
skink from Buru Island, he considers that this skink is present 
in most of the islands from the Society Islands to Java. And 
in fact, he �rst observed the species from Tahiti when the Co-
quille arrived on 3 May 1823 on this island, and after visiting 
a large number of various islands, on 23 September 1823 on 
Buru Island. �e narrative of Lesson (1828, 1830a, 1831) 
describes the travel starting from the end. In conclusion, the 
symprotonymotope (localities as given in the original work) 
are the islands mentioned in Table�1. It is important to note, 
that among these localities, Emoia cyanura as understood in 
works published in the last decades is present in Polynesia, 
Caroline Islands and Marshall Islands (Brown 1991; Klein 
et�al. 2016; Buden et al. 2020). All other places in Table�1 
harbour other blue-tailed species of Emoia, E.�caeuleocauda 
and E.�impar. 

What is the publication date of Scincus cyanurus?
�e nomen Scincus cyanurus is mentioned three times by 
Lesson. �e publication of the Latin name in Lesson (1828) 
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Tiliqua lessonii Cocteau � DumØril�& Bibron 1839: 654.
Status. Alloneonym (replacement name), for Scincus cyanurus 
Lesson, 1830.

Onomatophore. Same as for the replaced nomen. Specimen 
represented in �gure 2 of plate 4 in Lesson (1830a; Fig.�1).

Onymotope. Same as for the replaced nomen. Specimen 
represented in �gure 2 of plate 4 in Lesson (1830a).

REMARK
DumØril�& Bibron (1839: 654), Brygoo (1985) and Ineich�& 
Zug (1991) cite Cocteau (1836), Études sur les Scincoïdes as 
source for this name. We checked four exemplars of the Études 
sur les Scincoïdes of Cocteau where species of skinks have been 
described in detail. In fact, only the �rst part of the book, 
which was intended to have about 20-25 parts, was published 
before the death of the author (Anonymous 1838a, b). �ere 
is mention of the printing of a second part (Anonymous 
1838b: 257) and we found a copy including the title page 
of the part mentionning Ire Tribu. Scincoides saurophthalmes. 
Ire�Genre. Scinques. IIe Section. LØpidoglosses conopsides. Ier Groupe. 
Tiliguas, but neither Tiliqua lessonii nor Tiliqua kienerii are 
mentioned in the available part. �us, for the moment there 
is no indication that these nomina were published by Cocteau 
under the requirements of the Code. Gabriel Bibron should 
have received the manuscript (Anonymous 1838a) but it is 
not available in the libraries of MNHN.

Tiliqua kienerii Cocteau � DumØril�& Bibron 1839: 654.
Status. Poieonym; should �gure in the synonymy list of Emoia 
cyanura (�de  DumØril�& Bibron 1839: 656). 

Onomatophore. Holophoront. Now lost.

Onymotope. Not indicated. 

COMMENT
Based on a single faded specimen among the series of speci-
mens from the Paris Museum collection (DumØril�& Bibron 
1839: 656). �e specimen was not mentioned by DumØril�& 
DumØril (1851) (see also Brygoo 1985). �e best choice would 
be to designate as neophoront the neophoront of Scincus cya-
nurus to resolve ambiguity. For nomenclatural availability see 
Comment on the nomen above. As the nomen was published 
as synonym and not used as valid nomen before 1961, it is 
not available (Article 11.6).

Emoia pheonura Ineich, 1987: 491.
Status. Doxisonym (subjective synonym) of Scincus cyanurus 
Lesson, 1828 (Brown 1991: 64; Ineich�& Zug 1991: 1134).

Onomatophore. Holophoront by original designation MNHN-
RA-1987.1301.

Onymotope. French Polynesia, Society Islands, Moorea Is-
land, Opunohu Bay (17.495° S, 149.857° W), on the shore. 

CONCLUSION

Although the accepted dates of the publications of the nomen 
Scincus cyanurus have changed in the recent years, the identity 
of the taxon is on the one hand relatively stable, on the other 
di�cult to assess without molecular data, and can only be 
stabilised if the neophoront designation for Scincus cyanurus 
is done judiciously. Beside the publication date and onomato-
phore of this nomen, the status of the nomina Eumeces lessonii, 
Scincus celestinus, Tiliqua lessonii, Tiliqua kienerii and Emoia 
pheonura, listed in the synonymy of Scincus cyanurus, has been 
clari�ed. Study of specimens originally linked to the nomen 
allowed us to con�rm that Scincus celestinus, a gymnonym, 
should be changed to the synonymy list of Emoia caeruleocauda. 

Emoia species are interesting models for biogeographic stud-
ies showing distribution patterns both linked to natural and 
anthropogenic invasions of islands (Klein et�al. 2016). �e 
main di�culty is the large range and the poor morphologi-
cal di�erentiation of the species linked to high intra-speci�c 
variation already observed by DumØril�& Bibron (1839). Mo-
lecular methods will be very useful to understand evolutionary 
history of these skinks, and are necessary to correctly chose 
a specimen as neophoront for one of the earliest described 
Emoia species, Scincus cyanurus. 
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